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Tokens  and  Other  Stories  from  Alcatraz 


Paul  Cunningham 

The  Early  Years  of 
Alcatraz 

Say  Alcatraz  and  the  word 
evokes  memories  of  The  Birdman, 
attempted  escapes  across  the  cold 
San  Francisco  Bay  and  the  United 
States  prison  with  the  meanest  rep- 
utation. Truth  be  told,  Alcatraz 
was  more  than  that.  It  was  a mili- 
tary fort,  a military  prison,  a Uni- 
ted States  prison,  an  unused  gov- 
ernment property  and,  finally,  a 
United  States  national  park. 

The  dreary,  windblown 
outcrop  of  sandstone  began  life  as  a 
high  point  in  the  valley  which  filled 
with  Pacific  Ocean  water  thou- 
sands of  years  ago  and  became  San 
Francisco  Bay.  Before  the  days  of 
Christ,  local  Indians  of  the  Ohione, 


Miwok  and  Costanoan  tribes  were 
thought  to  have  visited  the  island, 
with  the  intentions  of  gathering 
birds’  eggs  and  perhaps  fishing. 
But  they  settled  Angel  Island 
because  it  had  trees  and  numerous 
springs  which  Alcatraz  didn’t. 

The  island  itself  is  no  more 
than  a third  of  a mile  long  and 
about  150  yards  across.  The  acre- 
age is  about  12,  making  it  consid- 
erably smaller  than  the  island  of 
Manhattan. 

The  island  had  been  seen 
and  recorded  by  the  Spanish  in 
1769.  On  5 August  1775  the  Span- 
ish frigate,  San  Carlos,  piloted  by 
Jose  de  Caizarer,  entered  San 
Francisco  Bay  and  the  ship’s  mas- 
ter, Juan  Manuel  de  Ayala,  named 
the  island  La  Isla  de  los  Alcatraces 
(island  of  pelicans),  for  the  large 
pelicans  which  populated  the  is- 
land. Indeed,  Alcatraz  was  like  a 
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in  virtually  every  token  and  medal  collecting  area  of  significance.  Below  are  just  a few  of  the 
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eBay  under  the  name  Medalsman.  We  will  be  pleased  to  receive  your  want  list. 

WE  ARE  BUYING 

As  much  as  we  would  like  it  to  be  otherwise,  we  operate  in  a relatively  thin  market.  The  majority 
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sales.  Our  commission  rate  is  a reasonable  10%  and  payment  is  made  promptly  45  days  after  the 
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Period  Ending  January  15,  2006 

TAMS  members  and  prospective  members  are 
requested  to  contact  the  TAMS  Secretary  regarding 
any  changes  in  name,  address,  applications,  subscrip- 
tions, resignations,  missing  issues,  deaths  or  any 
other  TAMS  business.  Contact  the  Editor,  David 
Schenkman,  P.O.  Box  366,  Bryantown,  MD  20617,  for 
matters  relating  directly  to  the  Journal. 


For  security  reasons  the  TAMS  Board  of  Directors 
has  voted  to  not  publish  members’  address  in  the 
Secretary’s  Report.  Any  member  wishing  to  contact 
a new  member  may  do  so  by  sending  a self 
addressed  stamped  letter  to  the  Secretary,  and  the 
letter  will  be  fonwarded  to  the  member. 

Submitted  by  Rachel  Irish 
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8051  Zwolinski,  Joseph  A.,  FL.  Hawaii  & Pacific 
Island  Coins  & Medals 

8052  Butler,  Frank,  SC.  Jefferson  Tokens 

8053  Ourso,  Lynn,  LA.  New  Orleans  Minted  Coins, 
Louisiana  Tokens.  Glyn  Farber 

8054  Mullins,  John,  IL.  Quincy,  IL  & Adams 
County  T okens 

8055  McDonald,  Marc,  VA.  Mint  medals,  Betts 
Medals,  Alabama  tokens,  counterstamps 

8056  Moehn,  Tom,  IL.  MO  & IL  tokens,  CW  & 
encased  cents 

8057  Amey,  Linda  C.,  FL.  Love  Tokens,  Christmas 
Ornaments.  Paul  Cunningham 

8058  Cole  Jr.,  Leo  J.,  AR.  T.T.s,  Car  Wash  & 
Parking  Tokens.  Joe  Tucker 
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7913  Landre,  Stuart,  FL 
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5980 
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Wright,  Prentiss,  AL 

Deceased 

LM56 

Huard,  Aime  J.,  NH 

2695 

Mullins,  David,  TN 

LM107 

Stuart,  B.  M.,  MO 

Lost  Contact 

8032 

Kaufmann  MD,  Robert  CA 

Address  Changes 

6773 

Adkins,  Gary,  MN 

8021 

Arnold,  William,  WY 

7992 

Biancarosa,  James  A.,  FL 

7630 

Burks,  Larry  H.,  CA 

3735 

Dethridge,  Kaye,  AK 

1119 

Freet,  Dale  W.,  TN 

LM  15 

Knabenschuh,  John  L.,  AR 

6540 

Kolkman,  C/o  Don,  SC 

7368 

Kuritzky,  Simcha,  MD 

7312 

Kwock,  Gerald,  HI 

3882 

Neuzil,  Chris,  VA 

3936 

O’Connor,  Chris,  NJ 

7905 

Randolph,  Daniel,  OH 

7569 

Robert,  Leon,  NY 

3749 

Thomas,  Robert  J.,  MD 

4781 

Tramte,  Michael  A,,  Wl 

7152 

Wetterstrom,  Kerry  K.,  PA 

3715 

Yarwood,  John,  AUSTRALIA 

|Forty  Years  Ago  in 

TAMS| 

Forty  years  ago  this  month,  Arlie 
Slabaugh  wrote  a great  introduction  to  collecting 
Coal  Mine  Scrip.  Besides  a rather  thorough  history, 
the  article  includes  dozens  of  pictures  of  the  tokens, 
paper  money  and  coupon  books.  A Lester  Merkin  ad 
announced  the  George  Fuld  auction  of  116  different 
Wealth  of  the  South  tokens,  A short  biography  of 
Virginia  Culver  appears  in  this  issue.  Virginia  was  a 
TAMS  President  and  would  later  become  President 
of  the  A N A. 

30  years  ago,  David  Gladfelter  wrote  of  the 
Riddle  of  the  Mint  Steam  Coinage  Medals.  Melvin 
Fuld  wrote  another  installment  of  Seldom  Seen 
Tokens,  a column  dedicated  to  illustrating  scarce  and 
unusual  tokens.Ore  Vacketta  reported  on  the  (Illinois) 
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state  Fair  Medals  For  Valor,  quite  an  interesting 
topic! 

20  years  ago,  Bruce  Cox  described  and 
pictured  many  Membership  Ribbons  of  Fraternal  and 
Benevolent  Aid  Societies.  Dr.  Ernest  Beerstecher 
researched  and  shared  with  the  membership  The 
Genetics  of  Low  54a,  the  male  slave  token.  In 
Tracing  the  Medal’s  Family  Tree,  Lawrence  Cobb 
applied  the  genealogy  method  and  showed  the 
development  of  the  British  Jubilee  Coinage. 

10  years  ago,  David  Schenkman  wrote  a massive 
dedication  to  The  Gallery  Mint  and  the  Genius  of  Ron 
Landis!  With  many  pictures  of  the  mint  itself,  the 
presses,  dies  and  products  of  the  mint,  one  quickly 
comes  to  appreciate  and  understand  the  basic 
workings  of  engraving  and  striking  of  coins,  tokens 
and  medals. 


Have  a question? 

Need  a quick  answer? 
call: 

Mark  Lighterman 
(407)  688-1456 
mlighter@bellsouth.net 

David  E.  Schenkman 
(301)  274-3441 
dave@turtiehillbanjo.com 

Paul  A.  Cunningham 

(517)  902-7072 

cunninghamchips@hotmaii.com 


is  the  scholarly  bi-monthly  publication  of  the 
American  Israel  Numismatic  Association.  It 
provides  informative,  educational  and  entertaining 
illiustrated  articles  and  ne\ws  on  new  issues  of 
Israel’s  coins  and  medals.  For  further  information 
contact  A.I.N.A.,  12555  Biscayne  Blvd.  #733, 
North  Miami,  FL  33181. 


Free  Display 
AdsI 

The  TAMS  Board  has  approved  the  member 
benefit  of  a free  one  inch  display  ad  per  year 
in  the  TAMS  Journal!  Each  member  is  urged  to 
send  in  ad  copy  now. . 

When  sending  ad  copy,  be  sure  to 
include  your  membership  number.  Some 
examples  of  suggested  ads: 


Wanted  Now 

Civil  War  Tokens.  Describe  and  price. 
Joe  Collector 
P.O.  Box  001 
New  York,  NY  10001 


See  Our  Exonumia  At 
e-x-numia@mysite.com 


Let’s  Trade! 

My  generally  ignored  coins  for 
your  uncirculated  mint  medals 
call  313-555-0001 


Help  Wanted 


No  experience  required.  Job  Description:  write  an  arti- 
cle about  your  favorite  token  or  medal,  write  a ^cata- 
log” on  your  collecting  specialty,  research  a contro- 
versial topic  for  a future  TAMS  Journal.  Reimburse- 
ment: generally  nothing  but  a satisfaction  of  getting 
your  “story”  out.  (We  do  have  a very  generous  award 
program  for  TAMS  articles,  including  the  (real)  gold 
medal!)  Please  help!  We  desperately  need  articles  for 
the  TAMS  Journal! 
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Tokens  and  Other  Stories  from  Alcatraz 


Paul  Cunningham 


The  Early  Years  of  Alcatraz 

Say  Alcatraz  and  the  word  evokes  memories  of 
The  Birdman,  attempted  escapes  across  the  cold  San 
Francisco  Bay  and  the  United  States  prison  with  the 
meanest  reputation.  Truth  be  told,  Alcatraz  was  more 
than  that.  It  was  a military  fort,  a military  prison,  a Uni- 
ted States  prison,  an  unused  government  property  and, 
finally,  a United  States  national  park. 

The  dreary,  windblown  outcrop  of  sandstone 
began  life  as  a high  point  in  the  valley  which  filled  with 
Pacific  Ocean  water  thousands  of  years  ago  and  became 
San  Francisco  Bay.  Before  the  days  of  Christ,  local 
Indians  of  the  Ohlone,  Miwok  and  Costanoan  tribes  were 
thought  to  have  visited  th  island,  with  the  intentions  of 
gathering  birds’  eggs  and  perhaps  fishing.  But  they 
settled  Angel  Island  because  it  had  trees  and  numerous 
springs  which  Alca-  traz  didn’t. 

The  island  itself  is  no  more  than  a third  of  a mile 
long  and  about  150  yards  across.  The  acreage  is  about 
12,  making  it  considerably  smaller  than  the  island  of 
Manhattan. 

The  island  had  been  seen  and  recorded  by  the 
Spanish  in  1769.  On  5 August  1775  the  Spanish  frigate, 
San  Carlos,  piloted  by  Jose  de  Caizarer,  entered  San 
Francisco  Bay  and  the  ship’s  master,  Juan  Manuel  de 
Ayala,  named  the  island  La  Isla  de  los  Alcatraces  (island 
of  pelicans),  for  the  large  pelicans  which  popu-  lated  the 
island.  Indeed,  Alcatraz  was  like  a magnet  for  many 
kinds  of  birds  to  nest  and  proliferate  because  the  island 
was  free  of  any  bird-egg-eating  mammals,  like  fer-  rets, 
skunks  and  raccoons.  The  U.S.  Army  would  spell 
“Alcatraz”  at  least  nine  different  ways!  The  island  was 
Spanish  until  1822,  when  Mexico  won  it  with  its  indepen- 
dence. 

Alcatraz  might  have  existed  simply  as  a rock  in 
the  bay  were  it  not  so  intimately  related  to  the  history  of 
the  surrounding  area.  While  a lighthouse  was  projected 
for  Alcatraz  earlier  by  the  Mexicans,  Alcatraz  and  the 


rest  of  southern  California  became  American  real  estate 
in  1848.  We  know  that  gold  was  discovered  not  too  far 
away  on  January  24,  1848,  along  the  American  River  and 
in  the  next  two  and  one-half  years  the  resulting  gold 
strike  caused  San  Francisco  to  expand  from  400  pioneers 
to  an  astounding  30,000.  It  quickly  became  evident  that 
Alcatraz  might  serve  well  as  a beacon  and  a guardian  of 
the  Bay. 

The  lighthouse  was  finally  built  by  the  Ameri- 


As  one  steps  off  the  ferry,  he  can  see  the 
lighthouse  and  warden’s  house  over  the  edge  of 
the  guards’  barracks. 
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This  postcard  view  of  Alcatraz,  aimed  to  the  west 
towards  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  predates  the 
closing  of  the  penitentiary.  Note  the  guards’ 
barracks  in  the  center  at  the  bottom.  Above  the 
barracks  is  the  prison.  At  the  left  of  the  prison  is 
the  lighthouse.  At  the  base  of  the  lighthouse  is  the 

cans  in  1854,  at  a cost  of  $15,000,  and  was  the  first  on  the 
Pacific  Coast.  This  lighthouse  was  whale-oil  fired,  tended 
by  a keeper  who  lived  in  the  base.  Its  light  reached  14 
miles  to  sea.  Later,  the  fuel  was  changed  to  kerosene,  and 
then  electricity,  which,  incidentally,  was  the  only  commo- 
dity not  hauled  out  to  the  island  by  boat! 

When  the  new  cellhouse  was  built  on  Alcatraz  in 
1909,  a new  lighthouse  was  called  for.  Light  of  the  new, 
84  foot  tall  lighthouse  could  be  seen  19  miles  away.  It  was 
automated  in  1963  and  the  last  of  the  lighthouse  keepers 
moved  out.  The  light  is  now  under  the  care  of  the  U.S. 
Coast  Guard. 

The  Military  Alcatraz 

President  Fillmore  made  Alcatraz  federal  pro- 
perty in  late  1850  (the  same  year  California  became  a 
state),  realizing  that  it  had  become  a strategically  impor- 
tant location.  The  plan  that  year  was  for  a three-point 
defensive  strategy  to  guard  the  Bay.  A fort  was  to  be 
built  at  opposite  sides  of  the  entrance  to  the  Bay.  Fort 
Point  on  the  south  side  and  Fort  Lime  Point  on  the  north 
were  located  at  approximately  the  two  ends  of  the  pre- 
sent Golden  Gate  Bridge.  Post  of  Alcatraz  Island  (or  Fort 


warden’s  home.  The  several  buildings  on  the  flat 
area  left  of  the  prison  was  housing  for  married 
guards.  Immediatly  to  the  right  of  the  barracks  is 
the  sally  port/  guardhouse/  chapel.  To  the  right  of 
of  the  salley  port,  below  and  slightly  to  the  right  of 
the  water  tank  is  the  post  exchange. 

Alcatraz)  would  be  the  third  leg  as  it  was  situated  in  the 
center  of  the  entrance  about  3 miles  to  the  east  of  the  pre- 
sent bridge.  Some  $300,000  was  initially  set  aside  for  the 
fort  but  much  more  money  would  be  needed  later. 

An  army  survey  of  Alcatraz  took  place  in  1852 
and  construction  began  the  next  year.  The  first  to  be 
built  was  a wharf,  shops,  offices  and  a sturdy  one-story 
barracks  building  at  the  docking  area  with  ten-foot-thick 
brick  walls.  One  can  still  see  cannon  casemates  above 
the  first  floor  roof  where  planned  cannon  were  obsolete 
before  the  building  could  be  finished!  Later,  three  more 
stories  were  added.  This  building  was  upgraded  in  the 
1930s  for  more  comfort  for  the  guards  and  families. 

The  rugged  island  was  shaped  further  as  workers 
blasted  and  cut  away  rock,  creating  steep  sides  around 
the  island.  Alcatraz  would  become  **America’s  Gibral- 
tar” because  of  its  topography  and  unique  elevated  posi- 
tions for  its  guns. 

Work  went  slowly  for  several  reasons.  Workers 
were  more  interested  in  mining  for  gold  or  starting  busi- 
nesses in  the  booming  town  than  toiling  for  the  relatively 
low  wages  and  hard  labor  on  the  Rock.  Lack  of  appropri- 
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ate  building  materials  was  also  a problem.  While  some 
sandstone  was  secured  from  Angel  Island,  granite  came 
all  the  way  from  China. 

The  military  called  for  a Citadel,  what  some  call 
the  ‘*flnal  defensive  position,”  on  the  top  of  the  island. 
This  three-story  brick  building  housed  an  armed  bar- 
racks and  could  be  approached  only  across  a drawbridge 
which  spanned  a wide,  dry  moat  or  ditch.  It  is  said  that 
up  to  200  soldiers  could  be  provisioned  there  for  four 
months  resisting  a siege.  Started  in  June,  1858,  it  was 
flnished  in  November  of  1859. 

Unique  among  American  military  installations,  the 
original  plans  for  the  Citadel  called  for  two  batteries, 
moats,  drawbridges,  barracks,  a guard  house,  powder 
magazines,  hospital,  water  cisterns  and  warehouses.  Each 
level,  including  a parapet  on  the  roof,  had  openings  for 
rifle  fire.  The  building  was  to  be  defended  by  rifle  fire 
only,  not  cannon.  Most  all  of  these  original  buildings 
were  gone  when  the  federal  prison  closed  in  1963. 

Captain  Joseph  Stewart  and  86  soldiers  from 
Company  H,  the  Third  U.S.  Artillery,  arrived  at  Alca- 
traz in  December,  1859,  to  begin  operating  what  would 
soon  be  recognized  as  the  most  powerful  military  pre- 
sence west  of  the  Mississippi.  While  Alcatraz  was 
developed  as  a military  deterrent,  it  served  a secondary 
role  as  a stockade  for  the  army. 

It  soon  took  on  a life  as  a jail  or  penitentiary. 
When  the  fort  was  being  garrisoned  in  1859,  a group  of 
1 1 soldiers  were  ordered  confined  there  in  the  large  sally 
port  basement,  the  sally  port  being  an  important  feature 
of  the  new  fortifications.  (“Sally  port”  on  Google  brings 
forth  nearly  five  million  hits;  it  is  defined,  variously,  as  a 
small,  easily  secured  door  in  a castle  wall,  a gate  in  a 
fortification  designed  for  sorties,  or  a closely-guraded 
opening.)  This  “fortified  gateway”  stood  as  the  first  line 
of  defense  for  any  attack  at  the  island’s  only  landing 
area.  Soon,  detainees,  deserters,  escapees  and  other 
prisoners  were  being  sent  to  Alcatraz. 

While  the  fortification  was  intended  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  growing  city  and  its  gold-grubbing  citizens, 
it  proved  to  be  fortuitous  and  timely  that  the  fort  was  in 
place  to  protect  Northern  interests  during  the  Civil  War. 

The  Civil  War  broke  out  in  April  of  1861  and 
Alcatraz  was  ready.  With  a good  number  of  southerners 
living  in  San  Francisco,  there  was  the  threat  of  local 
conflict  springing  up.  Colonel  Albert  Sidney  Johnston, 
Commander  of  the  Department  of  the  Pacific,  ordered 
10,000  muskets  and  150,000  cartridges  to  be  stowed  at 
Alcatraz  for  safekeeping.  .Johnston  did  his  duty,  calme<i 
the  area  locally  and  protected  San  Francisco. 


At  about  that  time.  Southern  Democrats  called  for 
the  secession  of  California.  Johnston,  a Texan,  was 
rumored  to  be  part  of  a southern  conspiracy.  While  he 
was  innocent  of  those  charges,  in  a curious  turn  of  events, 
Johnston  resigned  comnmnd  in  California  shortly  there- 
after, returning  to  the  South  and  accepting  a commission 
with  the  Confederate  Army.  He  died  at  the  Battle  of  Shi- 
loh in  April  of  1862. 

An  actual  Confederate  threat  began  to  develop  in 
March  of  1863  when  a group  of  southern  sympathizers 
planned  to  seize  San  Francisco  by  arming  a schooner,  the 
J.M.  Chapman,  capturing  a steamship,  blockading  the 
harbor  and  attacking  the  fort  In  the  classic  “loose  lips 
sink  ships”  move,  the  schooner’s  captain  bragged  of  his 
plans  in  a saloon  and  the  U.S.  Navy  heard  of  it.  The  navy 
seized  the  schooner  and  imprisoned  the  captain  and  more 
than  a dozen  co-conspirators  at  Alcatraz.  One  of  those 
captured  on  board  was,  reportedly,  a “prominent  San 
Franciscan,”  who  had  papers  on  him,  signed  by  Confed- 
erate President  Jefferson  Davis,  guaranteeing  him  an 
officer’s  commission  in  the  Confederate  Navy  if  he  could 
pull  off  capturing  the  steamship.  Instead  of  becoming 
Confederate  heroes,  the  three  primary  conspirators  were 
arrested  as  traitors.  Curiously,  the  three  were  pardoned 
later  by  President  Lincoln. 

Another  episode  in  October  of  1863  threatened  to 
heat  up  the  local  folks  when  an  unidentified  but  clearly 
armed  ship  entered  the  bay.  The  day  was  calm  and  the 
ship  was  towed  into  the  bay  by  men  in  rowboats.  It  was 
headed,  not  for  the  docks  at  San  Francisco,  but  for  the 
army  arsenal,  the  navy  shipyard  and  Angel  Island. 

Captain  William  Winder  ordered  the  Alcatraz 
artillery  to  fire  a blank  across  the  bow  of  the  now  iden- 
tified H.M.S.  Sutlej.  The  Sutlej  didn’t  stop  so  Winder 
called  for  an  empty  shell  across  the  bow.  The  ship 
stopped  then  and  responded  with  gunfire,  a 21 -gun 
salute.  Alcatraz  returned  a salute.  In  a perfect  example 
of  a “failure  to  communicate,”  Winder  and  Admiral  John 
Kingcome,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  British  Navy  in 
the  Pacific,  finally  were  able  to  peacefully  resolve  their 
differences.  At  the  time  Britain  was  generally  considered 
to  have  favored  the  Confederacy. 

The  next  year  Winder  found  himself  on  the  oppo- 
site end  of  the  government’s  sympathy,  when  he  author- 
ized a commercial  photographer  to  take  some  shots  of  the 
fort.  The  War  Department  took  issue  with  this  and  had 
all  the  negatives  and  prints  confiscated,  feeling  it  might 
have  been  a threat  to  national  security.  The  war  depart- 
ment may  have  questioned  the  action  because  his  father 
was  in  the  Confederate  Army.  Winder  later  requested  a 
transfer  to  Point  San  Jose,  a small  installation  on  the 
mainland. 

Another  terrorist  plan  was  thwarted  when  author- 
ities learned  of  plans  to  capture  C’alifornia  mail  steamers. 


36  April  2006 


The  culprits  were  seized  and  all  steamer  passengers  were 
ordered  searched  for  concealed  weapons.  All  ship  officers 
were  to  be  armed  to  guard  against  takeover  by  pirates. 

During  the  war,  the  guardhouse  was  filled  and  a 
temporary  wooden  building  was  built  in  1863  to  house  the 
extra  convicts.  Soon  after  that,  another  building  called 
the  Lower  Prison  was  built. 

Alcatraz  was  quickly  outfitted  with  many  cannon, 
some  weighing  four  and  one-half  tons,  plus  other  gun  em- 
placements and  armament.  Over  the  years  a number  of 
improvements  were  made  in  the  artillery.  For  example, 
in  1864  the  first  of  four  15  inch  Rodman  cannon  were 
installed.  This  20  ton  monstrosity  could  fling  a 400  pound 
projectile  up  to  three  miles!  When  the  war  ended  in  1865, 
some  111  guns  were  in  place  on  Alcatraz. 

On  August  27,  1861,  Alcatraz  officially  became 
the  military  prison  for  all  of  the  Department  of  the  Paci- 
fic. During  the  Civil  War  soldiers  guilty  of  all  sorts  of 
crime  served  time  there.  Included  was  a group  of  Confed- 
erate privateers,  the  crew  of  a marauding  ship.  Alcatraz 
incarcerated  captured  Indians,  Confederate  sympathiz- 
ers (who  were  civilians),  and  the  nsual  criminal  soldiers, 
up  to  the  Spanish-American  War. 

More  than  400  soldiers  served  there  at  one  time  or 
other,  but  the  need  declined  as  Alcatraz’s  defensive  use- 
fulness came  to  an  end  about  the  time  of  the  end  of  the 
Civil  War.  Though  some  $1.6  million  had  been  spent  in 
the  fortification  of  Alcatraz,  the  great  guns  were  never 
fired  in  anger,  only  once  in  question  in  1863  and  once  in 
mourning,  during  the  funeral  ceremonies  for  Lincoln’s 
death. 

Alcatraz  played  host  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Cali- 
fornia Democratic  Committee,  who  was  arrested  and  sent 
to  Alcatraz  for  making  what  was  called  an  incendiary 
speech  at  the  time  of  the  1864  Presidential  campaign. 

If  the  conditions  of  the  civilian  Alcatraz  Prison 
later  were  considered  primitive,  those  at  Alcatraz,  and 
other  prisons  at  the  time,  were  doubly  disgusting.  Sleep- 
ing on  cold,  stone  floors  instead  of  in  bunks,  having  no 
running  water  nor  sanitary  facilities,  the  prisoners 
experienced  terrible  times.  Each  of  these  inmates, 
average  age  24  years,  surely  prayed  for  an  end  to  the 
war. 

A situation  occurred  during  the  nation’s  centennial 
celebration  which  pointed  out  the  inadequacy  of  Alca- 
traz’s firepower.  In  July  of  1876  the  military  put  on 
mock  battles,  using  infantry  and  cavalry. 

One  demonstration  had  the  forts  in  the  bay  area 
shoot  at  an  old  ship  loaded  with  explosives.  When  all  the 
forts  had  fired  many  rounds  at  the  ship  without  hitting  it, 
a young  officer  sneaked  out  to  the  ship  under  cover  of 


smoke  and  lit  the  fuses  for  the  explosives.  The  army  and 
navy  were  embarrassed. 

At  this  time  in  history  when  huge  numbers  of 
emigrants  made  their  way  west,  “trouble”  with  native 
Americans  became  serious  in  the  west.  The  Indian  Wars 
took  place  and  Alcatraz  was  called  on  to  house  not  only 
Indians  captured  in  the  war  but  also  the  Indians,  hired 
by  the  cavalry,  who  went  “bad.” 

During  the  Spanish-American  War  much  of  the 
armament  from  Alcatraz  was  shipped  to  the  Philippines 
and  Cuba  for  war  use.  After  the  war,  prisoners  were 
shipped  to  Alcatraz.  Sick  and  injured  soldiers  were  occa- 
sionally sent  to  Alcatraz  when  hospitals  in  San  Francisco 
were  filled  up. 

Another  wooden  prison,  called  the  Upper  Prison, 
was  constructed  on  the  parade  ground  on  top  of  the 
Rock.  The  complex  around  the  Upper  Prison  was  ex- 
panded so  that  all  prisoners  could  be  housed  therein.  The 
Lower  Prison  was  changed  over  to  workshops. 

As  both  the  Lower  and  Upper  Prisons  were  made 
of  wood,  fire  was  always  a concert.  A fire  in  1902  nearly 
took  all  of  the  Lower  Prison.  The  Great  Earthquake  of 
1906,  whose  fires  proved  to  be  more  destructive  than  the 
quake,  prompted  city  officials  to  send  their  jail  prisoners 
to  Alcatraz  for  safety.  The  handwriting  was  on  the  wall: 
concrete  structures  needed  to  be  built  to  replace  the 
wooden  structures  on  the  Island. 

The  fort  was  decommissioned  in  1907  and  renamed 
Pacific  Branch,  United  States  Military  Prison,  Alcatraz 
Island,  so  Alcatraz  lost  its  defense  importance  but  not  its 
life  as  a prison.  The  military  turned  over  the  island  to 
Major  Reuben  E.  (or  “B.”)  Turner  and  the  Third  and 
Fourth  Companies  of  the  U.S.  Military  Guard. 

In  1907,  the  plan  was  to  have  a facility  which 
would  sleep  600  prisoners.  In  1909,  the  Citadel  was  torn 
down  to  ground  level  and  the  new  cellhouse  was  built  on 
the  basement  and  foundation.  The  biggest  building  was 
now  the  cellhouse.  Designed  by  Major  Turner,  who 
would  become  the  first  warden  or  commandant  of  the 
military  prison,  and  finished  in  1912,  the  building  had 
steam-heat,  electric  lights,  steel-reinforced  concrete 
walls,  hardened  steel  bars  and  skylights.  At  the  time  it 
was  the  largest  reinforced  concrete  structure  on  the 
earth.  All  600  cells  had  toilets  and  electricity  and  each 
cell  was  designed  to  be  single  occupancy.  At  about  ftve  by 
nine  feet,  they  were  “cozy.” 

The  major  problem  in  erecting  it  was  that  all 
materials  had  to  shipped  over  the  water  from  the  main- 
land (there  was  no  fresh  water  on  the  island,  for  example, 
and  up  to  a million  gallons  were  needed  per  day).  Also, 
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most  all  work  was  done  by  the  inmates.  Further  renova- 
tions were  done  in  1939-40. 

In  1915,  as  World  War  I was  heating  up,  Alcatraz 
was  renamed  the  United  States  Disciplinary  Barracks, 
Pacific  Branch.  The  name  change  signaled  a change  in 
attitude  as  prisoners  would  now  be  rehabilitated  instead 
of  simply  being  thrown  into  dark  holes.  It  housed  other 
military  misfits  and  our  first  conscientious  objectors. 
German  prisoners  of  war  were  also  found  here. 

Those  prisoners  with  lesser  offenses  attended  mili- 
tary training,  vocational  training  of  various  types  and 
others  tended  to  remedial  education.  Some  worked  for 
the  guards,  doing  babysitting  and  other  chores.  Many  of 
these  soldiers  were  returned  to  active  duty.  Those  with 
serious  charges  against  them  were  dishonorably  dis- 
charged. 


At  this  time,  Alcatraz  was  a minimum  security 
prison.  During  the  day  the  inmates  were  working  or 
taking  classes.  By  one  report,  many  of  the  domestic 
chores  were  done  by  the  Chinese,  who  made  up  the 
majority  of  the  civilian  residents. 

Contrary  to  popular  lore,  there  were  successful 
escapes  from  Alcatraz!  All,  however,  occurred  at  the 
time  when  Alcatraz  was  a military  ‘^Disciplinary  Bar- 
rack** and  not  a federal  prison.  The  most  successful 
escape  occurred  on  November  28,  1918,  when  four  went 
“over  the  wall**  and  escaped  on  rafts.  Prison  authorities 
initially  reported  the  four  as  having  drowned  in  the  Bay, 
but  they  magically  appeared  in  Sutro  Forest.  One  was 
captured,  three  were  not!  It  is  reported  that  at  least  80 
attempted  to  escape  and  all  but  17  were  captured  or 
accounted  for.  The  results  for  the  civilian  prison  were 
significantly  different,  as  no  convicts  were  reported  as 
having  successfully  escaped. 


The  Tokens  of  Alcatraz 


CAIO  obv:  CANTEEN  / 10  / ALCATRAZ  (all  incuse) 

rev:  (blank,  with  rim  and  denticles)  (brass,  28mm;  once  thought  to  be  unique,  there  are  two  known 

examples,  the  one  pictured  and  a crudely  holed  specimen)  $2000 


CA20a  obv:  (star)  POST  (star)  / EXCHANGE  / ALCATRAZ  / (propeller  ornament)  / ISLAND  / 
KLINKNER  & CO.  S.F.  (small  letters) 

rev:  5 (octagonal,  brass,  27mm;  Curto  PX  2)  $1000 

CA20b  (similar,  10,  scalloped,  brass,  25mm;  Curto  PX  3;  exact  description  not  confirmed)  $1000 
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CA30a 


obv;  POST  EXCHANGE  / (double  fleur-de-lis  ornament)  / ALCATRAZ  / (propeller  ornament)  / 
ISLAND  / MOISE  K.  CO.  (small  letters)  (unconfirmed  design) 
rev:  GOOD  FOR/  2 1/20  / IN  MERCHANDISE  (brass,  square,  25mm;  formerly  Curto  PX  51)  $1000 

CA30b  (similar,  5,  scalloped,  aluminum,  28mm;  Kappen  7)  $1000 


CA40a  obv:  POST  EXCHANGE  / (winged  ornament)  / ALCATRAZ  / (bowtie  ornament)  / ISLAND, 

CAL.  / PATRICK  & CO.  S.F.  (small  letters;  note  that  the  letters  may  be  weakly  struck  or 
apparently  missing  entirely) 

rev;  GOOD  FOR  / (Maltese  cross)  / 100  (cross)  / IN  / MERCHANDISE  (brass,  25mm;  Curto  PX  4)  $1000 

CA40b  (similar,  500  , brass,  35mm)  $1000 

CA40c  (similar,  loo,  aluminum.  34mm;  Kappen  9)  $1000 

CA50a  obv:  POST  EXCHANGE  / (propeller  ornament)  / ALCATRAZ  / (bowtie  ornament)  / ISLAND, 

CAL. 

rev:  (2  1/20  ; reverse  as  CA40;  brass,  size  unreported;  Curto  PX  52)  $1000 

CA50b  (similar,  50;  exact  description  not  confirmed)  $1000 

CA50c  (similar,  100 , 25mm)  $1000 

CA50d  (similar,  500 , 35mm;  it  is  thought  that  250  and  $1  tokens  might  have  been  used  also)  $1000 


Note  that  a small  hoard  of  tokens  listed  as  CA30  The  tokens  of  Alcatraz  provide  a nearly  unique 

and  CA40  have  been  recovered  from  seawater,  which  has  situation  in  which  the  tokens  can  be  arranged  and,  in- 
visibly eroded  the  tokens.  Surfacing  about  1998,  these  are  deed,  pinned  down  in  terms  of  their  dates  of  production! 
worth  about  half  that  of  the  undamaged  pieces.  Ron  Lerch  has  supplied  us  with  the  following  dating  for 
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these  tokens. 

The  lOA  “canteen”  token  is  surely  the  earliest 
and  would  have  been  struck  between  1888  and  1895.  The 
C.A.  Klinkner  (CA20)  tokens  probably  predate  1897 
because  the  company  was  bought  by  L.H.  Moise  in  1897. 
They  may  have  also  been  used  after  the  mrger.  Moise  K- 
Co.  tokens  (CA30)  are  from  1897  or  later  but  most  likely 
1906.  Patrick  & Co.  tokens  (CA40)  could  be  prel900  but 
are  most  likely  1900-1910.  The  CA50  series  tokens  are 
not  “signed”  but  they’re  likely  to  have  been  made  by 
Patrick  also. 

PX  listings  2,  3 and  4 were  first  published  in  1970 
in  Curto’s  Military  Tokens  of  the  United  States  1866- 
1969.  PX  51  and  52-10  and  -50  were  in  Curto’s  Book  II  in 
1978.  CAIO  and  PX  52-5  were  reported  in  Cunningham’s 
Military  Tokens  of  the  United  States  Volume  I in  1995. 
Kappen  7 and  9 were  reported  in  Kappen’s  California 
Tokens  Supplement  in  1997. 

The  military  tokens  we  know  to  have  been  used 
at  Alcatraz  would  have  been  used,  in  the  broadest  sense, 
in  the  period  of  the  late  1880s  to  about  1930,  when  Alca- 
traz was  a military  prison.  The  post  trader  concept  was 
wide-spread  in  the  United  States  up  until  about  1888 
when  the  businesses  were  shut  down  by  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment. The  post  trader  was  “a  merchant  having  the  exclu- 
sive privilege  to  trade  upon  the  military  reserve  to  which 
he  was  appointed.”  There  is  no  evidence  that  any  post 
trader  operated  at  Alcatraz  and  issued  tokens. 

Army  canteens,  by  decree,  replaced  the  post  trader 
in  about  1888.  The  canteen  or  post  canteen  was  itself 
replaced  in  1895  (by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War)  by 
post  exchanges.  The  only  known  Alcatraz  canteen  token, 
then,  must  have  been  used  in  the  1888  to  1895  time 
frame. 

Up  the  winding  road  towards  the  cellhouse,  about 
100  yards  from  the  dock,  is  the  post  exchange.  This  two 
story  building  went  up  in  1910  and  served  as  a general 
store  or  “PX”  for  the  soldiers  and  their  families.  The 
location  of  use  for  the  known  canteen  token  is  specula- 
tive. Post  exchange  tokens  are  likely  to  have  been  used 
here  after  1910  but  what  about  the  15  years  before?  Up 
to  1910,  a PX  might  have  been  anywhere  on  the  island. 
Was  it  located  in  the  early  wharf,  guardhouse,  barracks 
buildings?  Was  there  a saloon  in  the  PX?  Was  there  a 
facility  in  the  barracks?  The  Citadel  is  a possible  loca- 
tion and  it’s  reasonable,  based  upon  the  presence  of 
offices,  barracks,  and  a hospital. 

The  1910  post  exchange  was  converted  to  an  offi- 
cers or  “guard”  club  when  the  Rock  was  converted  to  a 
civilian  prison  in  1933.  As  a club,  the  building  housed  a 
gym,  a small  “7-11”  type  store  and  one  or  two  bowling 
alleys  and  hosted  dinners,  parties  and  dances.  As  there 


This  view  of  the  post  exchange  is  from  down  the 
foot  trail  from  the  dock  to  the  prison,  looking 
roughly  north.  The  chapel  is  to  the  right  and  the 
post  exchange  is  behind  the  roof  of  the  electric 
repair  shop  (which  is  in  the  center). 

was  very  little  else  for  the  year-round  civilian  residents  to 
do,  one  might  expect  the  officers  club  to  be  a very  popu- 
lar place! 

The  military  base  commandant’s  house  was  also 
built  in  1910.  This  magnificent  Mission  Revival  building 
had  two  floors  and  17  windows,  and  a great  view  of  the 
Bridge  and  the  City.  (Not  stated  in  the  usual  literature 
was  where  the  commandant  lived  or  had  offices  before 
1910.)  The  1910  residence  and  the  PX  building  were 
gutted  by  fires  in  1970. 

A duplex  served  as  quarters  for  the  Captain  and 
Associate  Warden.  Four  frame  houses  and  three  apart- 
ment buildings  were  for  guards  also.  The  barracks  and 
apartments  served  as  housing  for  the  guards  up  to  1972. 

Probably  the  last  military  building  to  appear  was 
the  military  chapel,  built  on  top  of  the  massive  guard- 
house and  sally  port  in  the  1920’s  Mission  Revival  style, 
as  was  the  warden’s  house. 

The  United  States  Penitentiary 

The  Great  Depression  made  its  appearance  in 
the  laye  1920s  and  continued  into  the  mid- 1930s.  Along 
with  the  hard  times,  and  then  prohibition,  and  the 
increase  in  serious  crime  by  well-armed  and  well- 
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Ivy  and  other  vegetation  have  taken  over  the 
interior  of  the  post  exchange  building.  Note  the 
structural  steel  added  to  help  support  the  concrete 
shell. 


guard  towers  constructed,  along  with  buildings  for 
inmate  training  and  manufacturing  goods.  Some  336  cells 
were  refitted  with  **tool-proor*  steel  bars  and  cell  fronts 
and  sturdy  cell  locking  devices  controlled  from  remote 
locations.  A huge  water  tower  was  utilized  to  keep  a 
steady  supply  of  water  bandy. 

Metal  detectors  were  installed  at  key  entrances. 
Utility  tunnels  were  sealed  so  inmates  couldn’t  hide  in 
them  or  use  them  in  escapes.  All  windows  were  fitted 
with  hardened  steel  enclosures.  Gun  galleries,  cages  for 
machine  gun-wielding  guards,  were  built  in  the  cell 
blocks.  Tear  gas  defenses  were  placed  in  the  mess  hall 
and  in  the  entrances. 

The  inmates  called  the  main  corridor  **Broadway” 
(other  corridors  were  named  Michigan  Avenue  [a  Chica- 
go connection?].  Sunrise  Alley,  on  the  east.  Sunset  Strip, 
on  the  west.  Times  Square  and  C-D  [Seedy]  Street)  and 
the  first  level  cells  which  looked  out  onto  Broadway  were 
considered  the  least  desirable  because  of  the  traffic  in  the 
corridor.  Thelowest  cells  were  cold  as  they  sat  on  the  long 
stretch  of  concrete.  The  dining  hall  was  nicknamed  the 
gas  chamber!  Upper  tiers  were  torture  of  a kind:  the 
inmates  could  see  and  hear  San  Francisco  from  there. 

James  A.  Johnston  was  Alcatraz’s  first  civilian 
warden.  Born  in  1874,  he  served  at  Folsom  Prison  from 
1912-1913,  San  Quentin  1913  to  1925  and  Alcatraz  from 
1934  to  1948.  Johnston  had  a reputation  as  a firm  but  fair 
disciplinarian.  His  rules  of  conduct  were  very  tough.  One 
of  his  guidelines  was  that  courts  would  not  sentence  any 
criminals  to  Alcatraz:  they  had  to  earn  the  transfer  by 
being  “bad.”  Alcatraz  took  only  the  worst  of  the  worst.  It 
was  the  “prisons’  prison.” 


organized  gangsters,  there  developed  a great  need  for 
more  civilian  prison  space.  Violence  in  prisons,  escapes 
and  rioting  were  widespread. 

The  need  for  a new,  more  cost-effective  military 
prison  became  evident  and,  coupled  with  the  govern- 
ment’s desire  for  a “high-profile,  maximum-security 
facility,”  the  result  was  that  Alcatraz  was  transferred 
from  the  War  Department  to  the  Department  of  Justice 
in  1933.  J.  Edgar  Hoover  backed  this  move  as  the 
Director  of  the  F.B.I. 

In  1934,  the  military  presence  had  ended  and  all 
prisoners,  except  for  32  of  Alcatraz’s  worst  who  were  to 
remain  at  Alcatraz,  were  transferred  to  Leavenworth, 
Kansas,  and  Fort  Jay,  New  Jersey.  Alcatraz  had  been 
modernized  somewhat  and  it  reopened  as  a federal 
penitentiary. 

A number  of  changes  have  taken  place  over  the 
years.  A power  generating  plant  was  built,  four  new 


In  July,  1934,  Alcatraz  received  the  first  group  of 
federal  prisoners  from  other  prisons,  which  was  added  to 


This  picture  of  the  post  exchange  roof  predates  the 
fires  of  1970. 


TAMS  JOURNAL  41 


the  leftovers  from  the  military.  In  August,  69  more, 
including  Al  Capone,  came  from  McNeil  Island  and 
Atlanta  Penitentiaries. 

While  at  Atlanta,  by  bribing  the  guards,  Capone 
enjoyed  many  privileges.  Capone  had  unlimited  visita- 
tions, liquor  and  uncensored  reading  materials.  He  was 
able  to  continue  to  run  his  crime  empire  from  his  cell  in 
Atlanta. 

Johnston  would  not  abide  by  Capone’s  behavior 
and  would  not  grant  him  any  privileges  at  all.  Al  was  just 
one  of  the  boys.  After  about  4 1/2  years  on  the  Rock, 
Capone  began  to  show  symptoms  of  syphilis.  He  was 
transferred  to  Terminal  Island  Prison  in  Southern 
California  from  which  he  was  released  in  1939.  He  died 
shortly  afterwards. 

George  ’^Machine  Gun”  Kelly,  a bootlegger,  bank 
robber  and  kidnapper,  went  to  Alcatraz  about  1934 
where  he  spent  17  years.  After  some  time  at  Leaven- 


worth, he  was  paroled  in  1954.  The  average  inmate  did 
“only”  five  or  eight  years  (accounts  vary)  in  Alcatraz 
before  he  was  transferred  out 

Paul  J.  Madigan,  warden  in  1956,  had  a booklet  of 
53  rules  published  for  the  inmates,  rules  which  “outlines 
the  Institution’s  routines..and  conduct  and  work.”  For 
example,  rule  5 (Privileges):  You  are  entitled  to  food, 
clothing,  shelter  and  medical  attention.  Anything  else  you 
get  is  a privilege.  You  earn  your  privileges  by  conducting 
yourself  properly.  ’Good  Standing’  is  a term  applied  to 
inmates  who  have  a good  conduct  record  and  a good 
work  record  and  who  are  not  undergoing  disciplinary 
restrictions. 

Other  rules  cover  such  items  as  contraband, 
gambling,  mail,  exercise,  11  or  12  or  more  “count  times” 
per  day,  and  a hundred  other  topics.  The  inmates,  for 
example,  could  have  no  more  than  three  packs  of  cigar- 
ettes per  day.  Some  convicts  could  abide  by  the  rules  and 
in  so  doing  reduce  their  time  at  Alcatraz.  Others  could 
not! 


The  burned  out  hulk  of  the  post  exchange  sits  at  the  foreground  is  from  a storehouse/warehouse 

the  edge  of  the  road  up  to  the  prison.  The  debris  is  which  had  been  recently  razed. 
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The  ratio  of  guards  to  prisoners  was  one  to  three, 
the  lowest  ratio  of  any  jail  or  prison.  Prisoners  could  use 
the  library,  but  not  newspapers  or  radios.  All  mail  was 
screened,  censored  and  retyped  to  eliminate  hidden  mes- 
sages. No  talking  was  allowed  in  the  cellblocks.  Some 
inmates  were  able  to  communicate  by  whispering  to  other 
inmates  by  a primitive  voice  pipe  created  by  dipping 
water  out  of  their  toilets.  Talking  was  permissible  only 
during  meals  and  work  breaks.  Some  inmates  were  said 
to  have  been  driven  insane  by  this  simple  rule. 

Some  of  the  rules  seemed  to  be  overbearing  or 
frivolous.  The  private  cells  may  have  been  an  extrava- 
gance to  some:  the  experts  said  it  would  isolate  dangerous 
criminals.  The  high  quality  of  food  doesn’t  make  sense  or 
does  it?  The  good  food  seemed  to,  in  fact,  quiet  and  moll- 
ify the  inmates.  Rioting  over  food  quality  would  not  hap- 
pen here,  where  a menu  listed  salads,  entrees,  fresh  fruit 
and  desserts.  And  seconds  too! 


Life  in  the  prison  was  otherwise  so  difficult  that  it 
was  nicknamed  ’‘Uncle  Sam’s  Devil’s  Island.”  Life  was  so 


This  is  a typical  cell  at  The  Rock  from  1934  to  1962. 


ugly  there  that  others  knew  it  as  “Hellcatraz.”  While  one 
writer  stated  that  murders  and  suicides  were  “common,” 
less  than  ten  of  either  seems  to  be  very  conservative  for 
the  more  than  1500  inmates  who  passed  through  the 
facility. 

Robert  Stroud,  the  Birdman  of  Alcatraz,  was 
glorified  in  film.  His  actual  behavior,  however,  was  far 
from  exemplary!  While  he  did  do  serious  scientific  work 
on  some  bird  diseases  at  Leavenworth  Prison,  he  was 
found  to  continue  to  “dissipate!”  At  Leavenworth,  among 
his  scientific  apparatus  was  found  a still,  for  example. 
The  sociopath  wrote  pornographic  stories  about  young 
boys.  He  spent  six  years  at  Alcatraz  in  solitary  confine- 
ment, which  is  a lot  of  time  in  darkness,  without  much  of 
any  contact  with  anyone,  and  10  minutes  a week  taking  a 
shower  in  light,  and  11  years  in  the  prison  hospital.  He 
died  in  prison  in  1963. 

Another  film.  Escape  from  Alcatraz,  glorified  the 
exploits  of  Frank  Morris  (Clint  Eastwood)  and  the  Anglin 
brothers.  They  are  shown  escaping  the  cellhouse  and 
leaving  the  island  by  way  of  a pontoon  boat  that  they  had 
prepared  ahead  of  time.  It  is  speculated  that  all  perished 
in  the  attempt  to  escape  across  a mile  and  a quarter  of 
the  cold,  shark-infested  waters  of  San  Francisco  Bay 
because  their  bodies  were  never  found. 

Morris’  actual  cell  in  the  prison  is  restored  to  its 
original  condition  for  the  enjoyment  of  modern  day  visi- 
tors to  Alcatraz.  Several  other  “celebrity”  cells  are  like- 
wise restored. 

It  is  reported  that  in  2003,  the  television  series 
MythBusters  tried  to  prove  that  the  escapees  Morris  and 
the  Anglins  could  have  survived  the  escape.  They  repli- 
cated the  materials  and  the  procedure  and  did  indeed 
reach  land.  It  has  been  shown  a number  of  times  that  a 
swimmer  could  swim  to  or  from  the  island  to  land.  The 
prison  had  regulated  hot  showers  so  that  the  inmates 
could  not  acclimate  themselves  to  the  cold  water  of  the 
Bay. 

The  shark-infested  waters  of  the  Bay  is  somewhat 
of  a myth  itself.  It  has  been  reported  that  the  only  sharks 
in  San  Francisco  Bay  are  bottom-feeders,  like  the  mud 
shark,  and  not  particularly  hazardous  to  man. 

Some  14  escape  attempts  from  Alcatraz  have  been 
made  and  none  was  reportedly  successful.  Of  the  36  men 
involved,  23  were  caught,  six  were  shot  and  killed  and 
two  were  drowned.  Of  the  others,  all  are  thought  to  have 
drowned. 

While  these  36  tried  hard  to  get  off  the  island,  a 
number  of  prisoners  from  other  facilities  have  asked  for 
and  received  transfers  to  Alcatraz!  This  seemingly  con- 
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tradictory  behavior  is  predicated  by  the  facts  that  Alca- 
traz is  noted  for  its  plentiful,  good  food,  single  occupancy 
cells  and  safe  accommodations. 

The  Rock  is  a more  current  film  showing  a 
^former”  inmate  leading  an  adventure  on  the  island  in 
opposition  to  a misguided  military  operation.  All  three  of 
these  movies  show  the  cellhouse  and  grounds  in  very 
realistic  (if  not  genuine)  rendition. 

Closing  of  Alcatraz 

The  federal  government  finally  pulled  the  plug  on 
the  prison,  primarily  because  of  deteriorating  conditions. 
Years  of  salt  air  had  damaged  the  concrete  and  renova- 
tion of  the  facility  was  not  financially  wise.  Being  isolated 
and  generally  rising  costs  didn’t  help.  Another  factor 
that  sped  the  closing  was  the  dumping  of  all  the  raw  sew- 
age from  the  island  into  the  Bay! 

It  had  been  shown  that  operating  Alcatraz  was 
about  three  times  more  costly  to  run  than  the  other  U.S. 
prisons.  One  estimate  shows  $10.10  spent  per  day  per 
inmate  at  Alcatraz  while  other  U.S.  prisons  were  spend- 
ing about  $3.00  per  prisoner.  Another  and  probably  later 
study  pegged  the  cost  of  Alcatraz  at  $23.50  and  the  others 
at  $9.27. 

The  last  inmates  were  taken  off  the  island  on  21 
March  1963,  and  it  was  officially  closed  by  attorney 
general  Robert  Kennedy.  The  property  was  transferred 
to  the  General  Services  Administration  in  May  of  1963. 
GSA  is  in  charge  of  all  abandoned  property,  including 
real  estate. 

In  1964  Richard  McKenzie,  with  four  others,  led  a 
symbolic  protest  for  four  hours,  demanding  that  the  is- 
land property  be  released  to  them  to  form  a Cultural 
Center  and  University  for  the  Sioux  tribe.  Otherwise, 
from  1963  to  1969  the  island  sat  empty  and  unused. 

There  were  other  proposals  for  Alcatraz,  such  as 
developing  resorts  and  a shopping  center.  One  group 
wanted  to  produce  a west  coast  Statue  of  Liberty. 
Another  idea  was  to  erect  a living  memorial  to  the  United 
Nations. 

In  1968,  the  G.S.A.  declared  Alcatraz  to  be  surplus 
property  and  called  for  bids.  The  mayor  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, Joseph  Alioto,  said  San  Francisco  wanted  the  pro- 
perty and  would  present  a proposal  for  its  use.  The  best 
idea  they  could  come  up  with  was  to  demolish  all  the 
buildings  and  get  it  ready  for  commercial  development. 

The  citizenry  were  outraged.  Letters  to  the  editor, 
calls  to  radio  shows  and  other  means  broadcast  the  fact 
that  they  wanted  it  saved!  The  next  year  it  was  turned 
over  to  the  National  Parks  Service. 


Native  Americans  back  on  Alcatraz 

Richard  Oakes,  a Mohawk,  and  a group  of  sup- 
porters staked  a claim  on  Alcatraz  on  November  9,  1969, 
to  call  attention  to  the  treatment  of  American  Indians  by 
Congress  and  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  It  was  be- 
lieved by  some  that  the  U.S.  government  sought  to  Amer- 
icanize the  Hopi  Indians  by  submerging  them  in  Anglo- 
American  ideals.  Oakes  and  his  followers  offered  to  buy 
the  property  for  $24  worth  of  beads  and  cloth,  the  price 
paid  for  Manhattan  Island. 

Within  ten  days  a fidl  scale  occupation  was  on  and 
it  would  last  for  more  than  a year  and  a half.  The  group 
grew  to  about  100  Native  Americans  and  included  a num- 
ber of  different  tribes.  Oakes  brought  in  about  80  Indian 
students  from  UCLA. 

The  group  organized  its  efforts,  appointing  ’’Chief” 
Oakes  the  mayor  of  Alcatraz,  electing  a council  and  pro- 
viding all  the  general  services  we  might  expect,  like  sani- 
tation, security,  schooling,  and  housing. 

Negotiation  with  the  government  centered  on  gain- 
ing a deed  for  the  property  but  the  federal  representa- 
tives stonewalled  the  proposal.  They  played  the  waiting 
game,  generally  promising  and  doing  nothing.  The  gov- 
ernment did  offer  part  of  Fort  Miley  in  San  Francisco 
but  the  Indians  held  out  for  Alcatraz.  As  time  passed, 
interest  waned,  students  went  back  to  school,  opposing 
groups  quarreled  and  non-Indians,  such  as  the  homeless 
and,  incredibly,  the  hippies  and  drug  addicts,  made  the 
scene! 

Oakes’  interest  in  the  group  took  a severe  hit  when 
his  13  year  old  daughter  Yvonne  Oakes  died.  One  report 
had  her  falling  off  the  roof  of  the  cellhouse,  another  had 
her  falling  down  a stairwell  and  a third,  falling  from  an 
outside  window.  He  left  the  island  in  despair  shortly 
afterwards. 

The  occupation  continued  to  deteriorate,  fueled  by 
the  increased  use  of  alcohol  and  drugs  and  crippled  by 
the  lack  of  effective  leadership.  Property  was  being 
destroyed  and  graffiti  and  vandalism  were  widespread. 
Public  support  of  the  Indian’s  occupation  dissipated. 

The  government  soon  acted  to  stop  the  occupation 
by  cutting  off  the  electricity  and  removing  the  water 
barge.  Several  days  later  a fire  “accidentally”  started 
which  burned  through  the  warden’s  house,  the  light- 
house, the  Officers’  Club  and  the  lighthouse  keeper’s 
home. 

Three  of  the  occupiers  were  arrested  for  stealing 
copper  pipe  and  wiring  from  the  buildings.  They  claimed 
they  did  this  to  survive  on  the  island. 
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The  government  acted  on  10  June  1971  to  remove 
the  remaining  residents  from  the  island.  Some  20  federal 
marshalls  and  the  Coast  Guard  took  15  people  off  the 
island  and  deposited  them  on  Treasure  Island. 

While  the  occupation  didn’t  seem  to  yield  any 
results,  there  were  some  long  lasting  effects.  The  govern- 
ment, for  example,  ended  its  policy  of  termination  of 
tribes  and  began  a policy  of  self-determination.  Blue 
Lake  and  about  48,000  acres  of  land  were  returned  to  the 
Taos. 

Alcatraz  Island  - A National  Park 

In  1972,  Alcatraz  Island  became  a national  park, 
as  part  of  the  Golden  Gate  National  Recreation  Area. 
Some  work  was  done  at  the  facility  and  some  areas  were 
closed.  Run-down  prison  guard  residences  were  bull- 
dozed after  the  facility  was  closed.  Some  other  work  was 
not  done  because  it  was  not  cost  effective. 

The  boats  come  out  every  half  hour  or  so  with  visi- 
tors (about  5300  per  day).  You  can  walk  the  facility  or  be 
guided  by  an  audio  device.  You  may  also  engage  a per- 
sonal tour  with  a park  guide. 

Alcatraz  is  now  open  for  visits  nearly  every  day  of 
the  year.  Not  only  daylight  viewing  is  possible,  but  also 
nighttime  tours.  More  than  a million  visitors  a year  come 
to  visit,  each  riding  across  the  mile  or  so  to  that  famous 
dock,  on  a Blue  and  Gold  Fleet  ship.  Since  January  of 
2005,  only  Blue  and  Gold  is  allowed  to  sell  ride  and 
admission  tickets  to  Alcatraz.  Everyone  suggests  that  you 
reserve  tickets  at  least  a week  ahead  of  time  to  avoid  dis- 
appointment (Thousands  are  said  to  be  disappointed 
every  day)! 

Some  of  the  money  collected  for  tickets  goes 
toward  expenses  for  running  the  park  facility.  Books  and 
souvenirs  are  sold  on  the  island  also.  In  addition  you  can 
buy  a “piece  of  the  Rock”  in  the  gift  shop.  Like  many  of 
our  national  parks,  Alcatraz  runs  “in  the  red”  and 
requires  federal  money  to  exist. 

Ghosts  and  Hauntings  on  the  Rock 

Native  Americans  were  thought  to  have  considered 
Alcatraz  Island  “spirited”  long  before  being  “discov- 
ered” by  the  white  man.  The  early  tribes  did  send  their 
law-breakers  or  malcontents  to  the  island.  They  surely 
experienced  the  same  hardships  there  that  Europeans 
would  find  in  the  1700s.  The  native  Ohiones  hid  here 
from  the  early  Spanish  pioneers  and  their  Christianity. 

It  may  not  come  as  a surprise  that  ghostly  sounds 
and  sights  have  been  attributed  to  Alcatraz.  One 


reported  that  “Alcatraz  was  filled  with  energy  of  those 
who  came  to  the  ‘Rock’  and  seemingly  never  left.” 

Both  visitors  and  staff  tell  of  men’s  and  women’s 
screams,  clanging  doors,  voices,  flashing  lights,  cannon 
and  gunshot,  whistles,  gusts  of  cold  air,  visions,  moans, 
stoves  going  out,  sobbing,  groaning  and  smells!  What  a 
smorgasbord  of  excitement  for  believers! 

It  is  reported  that  Warden  Johnston,  himself  not  a 
believer,  spoke  of  hearing  a woman’s  voice  at  the  cell- 
house.  Apparitions  have  been  seen  inside  and  out  of  sev- 
eral buildings,  including  one  outside  the  warden’s  house 
during  a Christmas  party. 

Another  story  concerns  two  guards  smelling  smoke 
in  the  laundry  room,  seeing  heavy  black  smoke  on 
approaching  the  room,  and  then  seeing  the  smoke  dis- 
appear in  seconds. 

D-block  is  said  to  be  the  most  “ghostly”  of  any  part 
of  Alcatraz.  It  may  relate  to  the  unit  being  reserved  for 
the  worst  of  the  inmates,  those  who  could  not  go  to  work 
or  eat  with  the  general  population  and  who  were 
restricted  to  one  visit  to  the  exercise  yard  per  week. 

There  were  five  cells  located  in  the  D-block  or 
“treatment”  wing  reserved  for  severe  “treatment.”  The 
cells  were  cold,  and  had  only  a sink  and  a toilet.  A dim 
lightbulb  may  or  may  not  have  been  working  at  any  time. 
A mattress  was  taken  away  during  the  day.  No  visits  to 
chow,  exercise  or  the  showers  were  allowed.  This  unit 
was  assigned  to  those  who  required  a serious  attitude 
adjustment;  a visit  could  last  up  to  19  days. 

One  cell,  the  Oriental,  was  used  for  the  most 
severe  treatment  This  was  a light-less  steel  box  with  no 
toilet.  A mattress  was  taken  away  during  the  day  and  the 
inmate  had  to  endure  a starvation  type  diet  and  no 
clothes.  This  could  last  up  to  two  days. 

It  was  reported  that  a guard  in  the  early  federal 
prison  days  saw  an  apparition  in  prison  garb  with  glow- 
ing eyes  walking  the  D-block.  Another  inmate  later 
screamed  that  the  apparition  was  inside  the  “treatment” 
cell  or  “hole.”  The  screaming  went  on  for  hours  and  then 
stopped.  The  next  morning  the  man  was  found  dead,  with 
unexplained  marks  around  his  throat!  The  apparition 
appeared  again  that  day,  in  the  dead  man’s  spot  in  the 
lineup. 

The  literature  is  full  of  further  sightings  and 
reports  by  psychics  of  unexplained  phenomena.  Dozens  of 
different  stories  strongly  suggest  that  Alcatraz  is  truly 
haunted  by  the  ghosts  of  inmates  past 
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The  Warden  Johnston,  a Boat 


References 


A boat  of  Douglas  fir,  ironbark  and  teak,  the  War- 
den Johnston,  was  completed  in  1944.  All  inmates,  visi- 
tors and  residents  from  1945  to  1961  were  transported  to 
and  from  the  island  on  this  boat.  The  boat  ran  between 
Alcatraz  and  San  Francisco  every  hour,  from  7AM  to 
12:15AM.  It  carried  children  to  school,  guards  to  the 
opera,  and  inmates  to  court  dates. 

In  2006,  the  refurbished  Warden  Johnston  is  for 
sale  for  $43,000,  OBO.  See  www.wardenjohnston.com 

The  author  admits  to  being  one  of  the  millions  of 
visitors  to  the  Rock  over  the  years.  I enjoyed  it  a lot  in 
spite  of  the  condition  of  the  property  and  not  being  able 
to  see  some  areas. 

My  most  distinct  memory  was  of  the  exercise  yard 
and  the  absolute  gale  whipping  through  the  area.  This 
was  on  a bright  and  sunny  day  in  June  of  2004!  With 
ample  clothing  on,  I thought  (a  jacket  and  a sweater  and 
long  pants),  the  chill,  biting  wind  made  me  think  of  Mark 
Twain  and  his:  “The  coldest  winter  I ever  spent  was  a 
summer  in  San  Francisco!” 

Thanks  to  Ron  Lerch  and  Dinah  Wakeford  for 
critical  comments  on  the  original  draft. 
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This  early  postcard  view  of  the  backside  of 
Alcatraz  was  shot  from  the  west.  Treasure  Island 
and  the  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  are  in 
the  background.  The  building  at  the  lower  left 
corner  of  the  island  is  the  Model  Industries 
Building,  where  many  inmates  worked  at  light 


manufacture.  The  power  plant  consisted  of  several 
buildings  around  the  smokestack  at  left.  The 
exercise  yard  is  clearly  visible  in  front  of  the  large 
prison  building.  The  flat  area  in  the  upper  right  was 
a parade  ground  and  then  a site  for  several 
buildings  for  married  housing. 
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by  L.  B.  Fauver 

As  a type,  U.  S.  presidential  tokens  issued 
in  sets  are  very  common.  When  I first  began  to 
accumulate  these  presidential  pieces,  some  thirty- 
five  years  ago,  1 figured  there  must  be  at  least  a 
dozen  different  sets  - perhaps  two  dozen.  To  my 
surprise,  1 kept  finding  new  sets,  or  partial  sets  to 
be  more  precise.  Most  junk  boxes  had  at  least  a 
few  specimens,  so  I rarely  left  a coin  show  empty- 
handed.  Not  all  specimens  seen  were  purchased  by 
me.  Some  were  priced  too  high.  I’ve  turned  down 
whole  sets  not  listed  here,  because  at  the  time  the 
price  asked  was  too  high.  Other  tokens  were  too 
low  in  grade.  This  fall  (2005)  I inventoried  my 
accumulation  of  presidential  tokens  issued  in  sets 
and  to  my  surprise  discovered  nearly  4600  pieces. 
This  inventory  could  have  been  much  larger. 
About  fifteen  years  ago  I stopped  purchasing  the 
Shell  Mr.  President  Coin  Game  pieces.  About  ten 
years  ago  I quit  buying  the  Franklin  Mint  bronze 
26mm,  reeded  edge,  presidential  tokens.  Gilt 
26mm  pieces  have  been  bought  over  the  past  ten 
years  or  so  only  if  high-grade  specimens  were 
available  at  reasonable  prices.  There  appear  to  be 
many  die  varieties  of  presidential  tokens  in  some 
sets,  especially  those  issued  by  Cracker  Jack.  The 
inventory  of  presidential  tokens  issued  in  sets  is 
presented  below.  Note  that  some  5 1 categories  are 
included. 


Shell  aluminum  26mm  Mr.  President  1161 

Coin  Game 

Franklin  Mint  bronze  26mm  ® 535 

Gilt  26mm  493 

Cracker  Jack  25mm  aluminum  “COIN”  on  305 
reverse 

Gold  colored  plastic  28  and  28.5mm  297 


Osborn  Register  Co.  aluminum  29mm  201 

Gold  plated  copper  26mm  200 

Aluminum  ® 38.5mm  147 

Gilt  copper  28mm  (P)  and  ® 1 44 

Aluminum  26mm  139 

Gilt  brass  26mm  (ring  on  obverse)  137 

Aluminum  29mm  128 

Silver  colored  plastic  28mm  81 

Osborn  Register  Co.  copper  plated  copper  73 
28mm 

Gilt  28mm  68 

Shell  brass  32mm  50 

Osborn  Register  Co.  gilt  28.5mm  41 

Bronze  28mm  eagle  reverse  40 

Gilt  26mm  three  stars  on  reverse  3 1 

Copper  colored  plastic  28.5mm  26 

Red  Goose  Shoe  aluminum  25.5mm  24 

Kaysor  gilt  base  metal  32mm  21 


Brass  plated  steel  26mm  thick  planchet  (2mm)  20 

Osborn  Register  Co.  copper  plated  copper  20 
26mm 

Gilt  26mm  one  star  on  reverse  19 

C P Inc  China  gold  colored  plastic  34mm  ® 1 8 
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Eue  aluminum  36mm 


Cracker  Jack  aluminum  20mm 


1 


17 

Aluminum  15  mm  16 

Osborn  Register  Co  gilt  copper  26mm  16 

Cracker  Jack  aluminum  25mm  “MEDAL”  on  1 3 
rev. 

Osborn  Register  Co  copper  28mm  1 2 

Cracker  Jack  aluminum  25mm  “CANCELLED”!  1 
reverse 

Osborn  Register  Co  antique  bronze  28mm  9 

Sunoco  gilt  31mm  9 

Osborn  Register  Co  bronze  26mm  thick  planchet  8 


( 1 ‘/2mm) 

Osborn  Co  aluminum  29mm  5 

Osborn  Coin  Co  aluminum  29mm  5 

Osborn  Coinage  Co  aluminum  29mm  5 

Gold  plated  steel  28mm  5 

Osborn  Coinage  or  Register  Co.  gold  plated  3 
steel  28mm 

Ohio  8 aluminum  26mm  3 

Copper-nickel  25mm  2 

Gold  plated  brass  (looks  cast)  25mm  2 

Silvered  aluminum  38mm  ® 1 

Franklin  Mint  silver  plated  bronz.e  26mm  ® 1 

Light  brown  colored  plastic  28mm  1 

Grey  colored  plastic  28.5mm  1 

Dark  brown  colored  plastic  28.5mm  1 


Cracker  Jack  copper  plated  aluminum  25mm  1 
Silver  25mm  \ 

This  data  is  presented  in  the  following 
manner.  The  vertical  axis  is  devoted  to  the  U.  S. 
presidents,  beginning , with  Washington  (#1),  and 
ending  with  Clinton  (#42).  Note  that  most  sets 
combined  Cleveland  #22  and  Cleveland  #24  with 
only  one  token.  A few  sets,  however,  issued  two 
tokens  for  Cleveland,  one  token  for  each  split 
term.  In  the  same  manner  Franklin  Roosevelt,  for 
example,  is  sometimes  referred  to  as  the  32nd 
president,  and  sometimes  as  the  31st.  The  51 
categories  of  presidential  tokens  are  listed  in  the 
=horizontal  axis.  Most  are  sets.  A few,  however, 
are  sets  of  some  presidents.  A few  are  probably 
best  viewed  when  combined  with  known  sets.  A 
few  are  simply  of  unknown  status.  A number  of 
makers  signed  their  presidential  tokens.  Among 
the  most  prevalent  is  Shell,  followed  by  the  Frank- 
lin Mint.  Also  there  is  Osborn,  be  it  Osborn  Coin 
Co.,  Osborn  Coinage  Co.,  Osborn  Register  Co.,  or 
Osborn  Co.  All  of  the  signed  Osborn  pieces  are 
signed  at  the  base  of  the  reverse  in  very  small  let- 
ters. The  other  issuers  are  Cracker  Jack,  Red 
Goose  Shoe,  Kaysor,  C P Inc  of  China,  Eue,  and 
Sunoco,  The  following  discussion  considers  each 
of  these  5 1 categories  in  turn. 


Shell  aluminum  26mm 
Mr.  President  Coin  Game 

fhe  Mr.  President  Coin  Game  aluminum 
pieces  are  by  far  the  most  common  type  in  the  pre- 
sidential token  series.  However,  there  are  .some 
rare  presidents,  including  Madi.son,  Van  Buren, 
Fyler,  Buchanan.  Hayes,  Harding,  and  Hoover. 
Probably  these  specified  presidential  pieces  were 
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1.  George  Washington 
1789-1797 

51 

12 

20 

8 

8 

8 *2 

5 *1 

5 

7 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2.  John  Adams 
1797-1801 

47 

15 

15 
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3 
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5 
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3.  Thomas  Jefferson 
1801-1809 

47 

11 
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6 

6 

0 *3 
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0 

4 

2 
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0 

4.  James  Madison 
1809-1817 

0 

17 

10 

7 

8 

7 

4 

3 

4 

4 

5 

1 

2 

5.  James  Monroe 
1817-1825 

38 

14 

13 

13 

6 

11 

8 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

1 

6.  John  Quincy  Adams 
1825-1829 

62 

15 

12 

10 

11 

6 

8 

4 

2 

5 

7 

4 
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7.  Andrew  Jackson 
1829-1837 

41 

14 

8 

13 
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9 

10 
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3 

6 

3 
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8.  Martin  Van  Buren 
1837-1841 

0 

20 

29 

10 
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11 
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3 

3 

4 

2 

9.  William  H.  Harrison 
1841- 

54 

12 

41 

7 

10 

9 

8 

3 

9 

2 

3 

5 

0 

10.  John  Tyler 
1841-1845 

0 

12 

24 

13 

10 

9 

7 

5 

2 

3 

8 

1 

1 

11.  James  K.  Polk 
1845-1849 

49 

19 

18 

8 

8 

7 

7 

3 

2 

3 

8 

1 

3 

12.  Zachary  Taylor 
1849-1850 

67 

13 

17 

6 

7 

9 

5 

3 

1 

4 

4 

1 

2 

13.  Millard  Fillmore 
1850-1853 

37 

17 

0 

7 

9 

7 

2 

3 

2 

4 

6 

5 
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14.  Franklin  Pierce 
1853-1857 

54 

16 

12 

12 

13 

6 
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2 
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3 

5 

3 
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15.  James  Buchanan 
1857-1861 

0 

17 

22 

13 

8 

7 

6 

3 

4 

4 

2 

1 

2 

16.  Abraham  Lincoln 
1861-1865 

52 

17 

15 

13 

6 

9 *4 

8 

3 

11 

5 

6 

7 

3 

17.  Andrew  Johnson 
1865-1869 

39 

16 

20 

12 

9 

6 

4 

6 

7 

5 

4 

3 

2 

18.  Ulysses  S.  Grant 
1869-1877 

53 

20 

40 

6 

10 

5 

3 

6 

8 

5 

7 

0 

1 

19.  Rutherford  Hayes 
1877-1881 

0 

17 

1 

10 

9 

5 

4 

3 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

20.  James  A.  Garfield 
1881- 

38 

13 

22 

11 

10 

2 

7 

4 

2 

5 

2 

3 

2 

21.  Chester  A.  Arthur 
1881-1885 

5 

15 

22 

9 

8 

6 

8 

3 

3 

5 

10 

3 

3 

22.  Grover  Cleveland 
1885-1889 

47 

14 

15 

9 

8 

5 

5 

5 

7 

7 

2 

0 

2 

23.  Benjamin  Harrison 

58 

13 

4 

6 

9 

10 

3 

4 

4 

3 

4 

5 

2 
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24.  Grover  Cleveland 
1893-1897 

25.  William  McKinley 
1897-1901 

26.  Theodore  Roosevel  58 
1901-1909 

27.  William  H.  Taft  52 

1909-1913 

28.  Woodrow  Wilson  49 
1913-1921 

29.  Warren  G.  Harding  0 

1921-1923 

30.  Calvin  Coolidge  43 

1923-1929 

31.  Herbert  Hoover  0 

1929-1933 

32.  Franklin  Roosevelt  S3 
1933-1945 

33.  Harry  S Truman 
1945-1953 

34.  Dwight  Eisenhower 
1953-1961 

35.  John  F.  Kennedy 
1961-1963 

36.  Lyndon  B.  Johnson 
1963-1969 

37.  Richard  M.  Nixon 
1969-1974 

38.  Gerald  R.  Ford 
1974-1977 

39.  James  E.  Carter  Jr. 
1977-1981 

40.  Ronald  W.  Reagan 
1981-1989 

41.  George  H.  Bush 
1989-1993 

42.  William  Clinton 
1993-2001 
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issued  in  very  limited  quantities,  most  of  which 
were  used  to  fill  out  complete  presidential  sets, 
and  redeemed  by  Shell.  I his  .series  appears  initially 
to  have  been  struck  before  I ruman  became  presi- 
dent. 
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Silver  colored  plastic  28mm 


rhe  Franklin  Mint  presidential  series  oF 
tokens  in  26mm  bronze  with  reeded  edge  are  fairly 
common  and,  unlike  the  previously  discussed  Mr. 
President  Coin  Game  tokens,  appear  to  be  of  equal 
rarity.  This  series  was  initially  struck  before  Ford 
became  president  in  1 974. 


Gilt  26mm 

The  26mm  gilt  presidential  series  of  tokens 
are  fairly  common  as  a type,  but  the  Fillmore  tok- 
en is  by  far  the  most  difficult  to  find.  Note,  how- 
ever, that  a number  of  Fillmore  tokens  are  known 
that  are  gilt  26mm  with  three  stars  at  the  base  of 
the  reverse.  The  Hayes  piece  is  rare,  followed  by 
the  Hoover.  The  reader  should  note,  however,  that 
Hayes  pieces  are  known  that  are  gilt  26mm,  but 
have  one  star  at  the  base  of  the  reverse.  These  one 
star  Hayes  varieties  are  assumed  to  be  part  of  this 
set.  This  series  appears  to  have  been  issued  ini- 
tially before  Eisenhower  became  president  in  1953. 


Cracker  Jack  25mm 
aluminum  “COIN”  on  reverse 

The  Cracker  Jack  presidential  series  that 
says  “COIN”  on  the  reverse  is  fairly  common, 
although  one  must  expect  to  pay  more  for  nice 
pieces  than  for  tokens  in  the  three  above-men- 
tioned sets.  This  series  appears  to  have  been  issued 
initially  before  Truman  became  president  in  1945. 
Partin  claims  that  32,341,000  Cracker  Jack  tokens 
of  25mm  in  aluminum  were  issued  between  June 
1933  and  September  1934.  These  tokens  were 
given  away  as  prizes  inside  a box  of  candy. 


Gold  colored  plastic 
28  and  28.5mm 

This  presidential  series  is  about  as  common 
as  the  above-mentioned  Cracker  Jack  “COIN” 
series.  There  are  no  rare  presidents  known  here. 
This  series  of  presidential  tokens  appears  to  have 
been  issued  before  Johnson  became  president  in 
1963. 
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Osborn  Register  Co. 
aluminum  29mm 


This  series  by  Osborn  Register  Co.  of 
29mm  aluminum  is  fairly  common,  with  the  Jeffer- 
son token  the  only  real  rarity.  However,  the  Gar- 
field, Theodore  Roosevelt,  and  Harding  tokens 
fi-om  this  series  appear  to  be  relatively  rare.  This 
series  appears  to  have  been  initially  struck  before 
Truman  became  president  in  1945. 


Gold  plated  copper  26mm 

These  tokens  as  a type  are  of  the  same 
relative  rarity  as  the  above-mentioned  Osborn 
Register  Co.  series.  The  John  Adams,  Fillmore, 
and  Theodore  Roosevelt  tokens  of  this  series  are 
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relatively  rare.  This  series  was  probably  issued 
initially  before  Eisenhower  became  president  in 
1953. 


Aluminum  ® 38.5mm 

This  series  of  aluminum  38.5mm  reeded 
edge  presidential  tokens  as  a series  are  only 
scarce.  However,  none  of  these  presidential  tokens 
appear  to  be  rare.  I'he  series  was  struck  initially 
before  Reagan  became  president  in  1981.  How- 
ever, Clothier  lists  a Reagan  piece,  so  the  series 
may  end  with  him. 


Gilt  copper  28mm  (P)  and  ® 


Aluminum  26mm 

The  series  of  alurrnum  26mm  presidential 
tokens  as  a type  are  only  scarce.  Only  the  Wilson 
and  Franklin  Roosevelt  tokens  from  this  series  are 
relatively  rare.  This  series  of  presidential  tokens 
was  issued  initially  before  Nixon  became  president 
in  1969. 


Gilt  brass  26mm  (ring  on  obverse) 

This  series  of  gilt  brass  26mm  tokens  with 
an  obverse  ring  are  only  scarce  as  a type.  How- 
ever, the  Washington  token  is  relatively  rare.  This 
series  would  appear  to  have  been  struck  initially 
before  Franklin  Roosevelt  became  president  in 
1933. 


This  series  of  presidential  tokens  are  also 
only  scarce  as  a type.  However,  the  Jefferson, 
Taylor,  Coolidge,  Carter,  and  Reagan  tokens  of 
this  series  appear  to  be  relatively  rare.  There  may 
be  two  sets  repre.sented  here,  one  with  plain  edge 
and  one  with  reeded  edge,  fhis  series  appears  to 
have  been  issued  initially  before  George  Bush 
became  president  in  1 989. 


Aluminum  29mm 


The  aluminum  29mm  presidential  set  of 
tokens  as  a type  appears  to  be  only  scarce,  fhe 
Monroe,  Grant,  Cleveland,  and  Lyndon  Jolmson 
varieties  are  relatively  rcire.  Many  varieties  from 
the  author’s  collection  are  one  known  only.  This 
series  appears  to  have  been  issued  initially  before 
Ford  became  president  in  1 974. 
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1.  George  Washington 
1789-1797 

2.  John  Adams 
1797-1801 

3.  Thomas  Jefferson 
1801-1809 

4.  James  Madison 
1809-1817 

5.  James  Monroe 
1817-1825 

6.  John  Quincy  Adams 
1825-1829 

7.  Andrew  Jackson 
1829-1837 

8.  Martin  Van  Buren 
1837-1841 

9.  William  H.  Harrison 
1841- 

10.  John  Tyler 
1841-1845 

11.  James  K.  Polk 
1845-1849 

12.  Zachary  Taylor 

1849- 1850 

13.  Millard  Fillmore 

1850- 1853 

14.  Franklin  Pierce 
1853-1857 

15.  James  Buchanan 
1857-1861 

16.  Abraham  Lincoln 
1861-1865 

17.  Andrew  Johnson 
1865-1869 

18.  Ulysses  S.  Grant 
1869-1877 

19.  Rutherford  Hayes 
1877-1881 

20.  James  A.  Garfield 
1881- 

21.  Chester  A.  Arthur 
1881-1885 

22.  Grover  Cleveland 
1885-1889 
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C P Inc  China  gold  colored  plastic  34mm  ® 
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23.  Benjamin  Harrison  2 
1889-1893 

24.  Grover  Cleveland 
1893-1897 

25.  William  McKinley  2 
1897-1901 

26.  Theodore  Roosevel  1 
1901-1909 

27.  William  H.  Taft  4 

1909-1913 

28.  Woodrow  Wilson  1 

1913-1921 

29.  Warren  G.  Harding  3 
1921-1923 

30.  Calvin  Cooiidge  1 

1923-1929 

31.  Herbert  Hoover  2 

1929-1933 

32.  Franklin  Roosevelt  3 
1933-1945 

33.  Harry  S Truman 
1945-1953 

34.  Dwight  Eisenhower 
1953-1961 

35.  John  F.  Kennedy 
1961-1963 

36.  Lyndon  B.  Johnson 
1963-1969 

37.  Richard  M.  Nixon 
1969-1974 

38.  Gerald  R.  Ford 
1974-1977 

39.  James  E.  Carter  Jr. 
1977-1981 

40.  Ronald  W.  Reagan 
1981-1989 

41.  George  H.  Bush 
1989-1993 

42.  William  Clinton 
1993-2001 
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Silver  colored  plastic  28mm 


d'he  silver  colored  plastic  28mm  presi- 
dential token  series  as  a type  appears  to  be  very 
scarce.  Fhe  .lelTerson  and  William  H.  Harrison 
tokens  arc  rare.  A number  of  varieties  from  the 
author’s  collection  arc  one  known  only,  fhis  series 
of  presidential  tokens  would  appear  to  have  been 
issued  initially  before  Ford  became  president  in 
1974. 
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been  issued,  ending  with  Kennedy.  As  a series 
these  pieces  are  common  to  scarce. 
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Osborn  Register  Co. 
copper  plated  copper  28mm 


The  Osborn  Register  Co.  presidential 
token  28mm  series  in  copper  plated  copper  as  a 
type  are  very  scarce.  Only  the  Hayes  token  of  this 
series  is  relatively  rare.  However,  the  author’s 
collection  contains  a number  of  tokens  of  which 
only  one  is  known.  This  series  would  appear  to 
have  been  struck  before  Truman  became  president 
in  1945. 


Gilt  28mm 


The  gilt  28mm  series  of  presidential  tokens 
is  very  scarce  as  a type.  There  are  a number  of 
presidential  tokens  from  this  series  not  represented 
in  the  author’s  collection.  This  series  was  probably 
struck  initially  before  Lyndon  Johnson  became 
president  in  1963. 


Shell  brass  32mm 


This  series  of  brass  32mm  presidential 
tokens  by  Shell  is  deliberately  not  complete.  Only 
eight  different  presidential  varieties  appear  to  have 


Osborn  Register  Co. 
gilt  28.5mm 

The  Osborn  Register  Co.  pieces  in  gilt 
28.5mm  as  a type  are  only  scarce.  However,  the 
Washington,  Madison,  and  Hayes  varieties  are 
rare.  This  series  of  presidential  tokens  was  issued 
initially  before  Franklin  Roosevelt  became  presi- 
dent in  1933. 


Bronze  28mm  eagle  reverse 

The  series  of  bronze  28mm  presidential 
tokens  with  eagle  reverse  as  a type  are  only  scarce. 
All  varieties  in  the  author’s  collection  appear  to  be 
of  equal  rarity.  This  series  was  issued  before  Clin- 
ton became  president  in  1993. 


Gilt  26mm  three  stars  on  reverse 

The  gilt  26mm  tokens  with  three  stars  at 
the  base  of  the  reverse  appear  to  be  limited  to 
Fillmore,  no  other  presidents  being  represented. 
Since  no  Fillmore  26mm  gilt  pieces  are  known 
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without  the  three  stars  on  the  reverse,  it  is 
assumed  that  these  three  star  varieties  are  part  of 
the  no  star  26mm  gilt  series.  This  later  series  was 
issued  before  Eisenhower  became  president  in 
1953. 


Copper  colored  plastic  28.5mm 


Kaysor 

gilt  base  metal  32mm 

The  Kaysor  32mm  presidential  tokens  in 
gilt  base  metal  are  scarce.  Many,  many  varieties 
are  not  found  in  the  author’s  collection.  This  series 
would  appear  to  have  been  issued  before  Kennedy 
became  president  in  1961. 


As  a type,  these  copper  colored  plastic 
28.5mm  presidential  tokens  are  only  scarce. 
However,  the  author’s  collection  contains  no  more 
than  two  of  any  one  variety.  Many  varieties  are 
not  known  in  the  collection.  This  series  appears  to 
have  been  issued  before  Kennedy  became  presi- 
dent in  1961. 


Red  Goose  Shoe 
aluminum  25.5mm 


Brass  plated  steel  26mm 
thick  planchet  (2mm) 

The  presidential  series  of  26mm  brass 
plated  steel  varieties  with  thick  planchet  (2mm)  are 
scarce.  Many,  many  varieties  are  not  represented 
in  the  author’s  collection.  This  series  appears  to 
have  been  struck  before  Lyndon  Johnson  became 
president  in  1963. 


The  Red  Goose  Shoe  series  of  presidential 
tokens  as  a type  are  only  scarce.  However,  like  the 
Cracker  Jack  “COIN”  reverse  .series,  one  can 
expect  to  pay  a premium  for  higher  grade  speci- 
mens. Many  varieties  are  not  found  in  the  author’s 
collection.  This  series  probably  was  struck  initially 
in  Franklin  Roosevelt’s  fir.st  term. 


Osborn  Register  Co. 
copper  plated  copper  26mm 

Osborn  Register  Co.  26mm  copper  plated 
copper  presidential  tokens  as  a type  are  scarce. 
Many,  many  presidential  tokens  from  this  series 
cannot  be  found  in  the  author’s  collection.  This 
series  appears  to  have  been  struck  before  Truman 
became  president  in  1945. 
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1.  George  Washington 
1789-1797 

2.  John  Adams 
1797-1801 

3.  Thomas  Jefferson 
1801-1809 

4.  James  Madison 
1809-1817 

5.  James  Monroe 
1817-1825 

6.  John  Quincy  Adams 
1825-1829 

7.  Andrew  Jackson 
1829-1837 

8.  Martin  Van  Buren 
1837-1841 

9.  William  H.  Harrison 
1841- 

10.  John  Tyler 
1841-1845 

11.  James  K.  Polk 
1845-1849 

12.  Zachary  Taylor 

1849- 1850 

13.  Millard  Fillmore 

1850- 1853 

14.  Franklin  Pierce 
1853-1857 

15.  James  Buchanan 
1857-1861 

16.  Abraham  Lincoln 
1861-1865 

17.  Andrew  Johnson 
1865-1869 

18.  Ulysses  S.  Grant  1 

1869-1877 

19.  Rutherford  Hayes  1 
1877-1881 

20.  James  A.  Garfield  1 

1881- 
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Gold  plated  steel  28mm 


21.  Chester  A.  Arthur 
1881-1885 

22.  Grover  Cleveland 
1885-1889 

23.  Benjamin  Harrison 
1889-1893 

24.  Grover  Cleveland 
1893-1897 

25.  William  McKinley 
1897-1901 

26.  Theodore  Roosevelt  1 
1901-1909 

27.  William  H.  Taft  1 

1909-1913 

28.  Woodrow  Wilson  2 
1913-1921 

29.  Warren  G.  Harding  1 
1921-1923 

30.  Calvin  Coolidge  1 

1923-1929 

31 . Herbert  Hoover  1 

1929-1933 

32.  Franklin  Roosevelt  2 
1933-1945 

33.  Harry  S Truman  1 

1945-1953 

34.  Dwight  Eisenhower  1 
1953-1961 

35.  John  F,  Kennedy 
1961-1963 

36.  Lyndon  B.  Johnson 
1963-1969 

37.  Richard  M.  Nixon 
1969-1974 

38.  Gerald  R.  Ford 
1974-1977 

39.  James  E.  Carter  Jr. 
1977-1981 

40.  Ronald  W.  Reagan 
1981-1989 

41.  George  H.  Bush 
1989-1993 

42.  William  Clinton 
1993-2001 
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Gold  plated  steel  28mm 


Gilt  26mm  one  star  on  reverse 

I'he  only  gilt  26mm  presidential  tokens 
with  one  stcir  at  the  base  of  the  reverse  are  all 
Hayes.  Given  that  only  one  Hayes  piece  is  known 
from  the  gilt  26mm  series  without  one  star  at  the 
base  of  the  reverse,  it  is  concluded  that  the  one 
star  varieties  belong  to  the  no  star  series.  This  later 
series  was  initially  struck  before  Eisenhower 
became  president  in  1953. 


C P Inc  China 

gold  colored  plastic  34mm  ® 

The  C P Inc  China  gold  colored  plastic 
34mm,  reeded  edge,  presidential  tokens  as  a type 
are  scarce.  The  author  has  only  eighteen  pieces, 
some  of  which  are  duplicates.  This  series  appears 
to  have  been  issued  before  Eisenhower  became 
president  in  1953. 


Aluminum  15mm 


I'he  aluminum  15mm  presidential  series  of 
tokens  is  scarce  as  a type.  The  author  has  only 
sixteen  pieces,  with  none  before  Grant.  This  seiies 
appears  to  have  been  struck  before  Kennedy 
became  president  in  1961. 


Osborn  Register  Co 
gilt  copper  26mm 


The  only  president  represented  by  Osborn 
Register  Co  gilt  copper  26mm  tokens  is  Van 
Buren.  These  specimens  perhaps  should  be 
included  with  the  Osborn  Register  Co  copper 
plated  copper  presidential  token  series.  Both  are 
26mm.  This  later  series  was  initially  struck  before 
Truman  became  president  in  1945. 


Eue 

aluminum  36mm 


Cracker  Jack 

aluminum  25mm  “MEDAL”  on  rev. 


The  Eue  36mm  aluminum  presidential 
token  series  is  scarce,  as  a type.  The  author  has 
very  few  of  the  early  presidents,  and  not  very 
many  relatively  recent  presidents.  This  series  was 
struck  before  Truman  became  president  in  1945. 


All  Cracker  Jack  varieties  that  say  “MED- 
AL” on  the  reverse  are  very  scarce  to  rare.  The 
author’s  collection  contains  only  thirteen  pieces, 
including  duplicates.  This  series,  like  the  Cracker 
Jack  “COIN”  varieties,  appear  to  have  been  issued 
in  Franklin  Roosevelt’s  first  term. 
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Osborn  Register  Co 
copper  28mm 

All  of  the  presidential  tokens  struck  by 
Osborn  Register  Co  in  28mm  copper  are  relatively 
rare.  The  author’s  collection  has  only  twelve 
pieces,  including  duplicates.  This  series  may  have 
been  issued  before  Franklin  Roosevelt  became 
president  in  1933. 


Cracker  Jack 
aluminum  25mm 
“CANCELLED”  on  reverse 

All  of  the  Cracker  Jack  varieties  that  say 
“CANCELLED”  on  the  reverse  are  rare.  Only 
eleven  pieces,  including  duplicates,  are  to  be  found 
in  the  author’s  collection.  These,  like  the  Cracker 
Jack  “COIN”  varieties,  were  probably  issued 
during  Franklin  Roosevelt’s  first  term. 


dential  tokens  by  Osborn  Register  Co  are  rare. 
The  author’s  collection  possesses  only  nine  pieces, 
including  duplicates.  This  series  was  probably 
issued  before  Truman  became  president  in  1945. 


Sunoco  gilt  31mm 


The  Sunoco  31mm  gilt  presidential  token 
series  is  rare.  Only  nine  pieces,  including  dupli- 
cates, are  known  to  the  author.  This  series  may 
contain  only  eight  different  varieties,  and  have 
been  issued  when  Clinton  was  president. 


Osborn  Register  Co 

bronze  26mm  thick  planchet  ( 1 ‘/2mm) 


All  26mm  bronze  thick  planchet  (I'Amm) 
presidential  tokens  by  Osborn  Register  Co  are 
rare.  The  author  has  only  eight  varieties  in  his  col- 
lection, with  no  duplicates.  It  is  not  known  when 
this  series  was  initially  issued. 


Osborn  Register  C'o 
antique  bronze  28mm 


Osborn  Co 
aluminum  29mm 


All  of  the  28mm  antique  bronze  presi- 


I he  aluminum  29mm  presidential  tokens 
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by  Osbom  Co  are  all  rare,  only  two  presidents 
being  represented.  When  these  tokens  were  ini- 
tially issued  is  not  known. 
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Osbom  Coin  Co 
aluminum  29mm 


All  aluminum  29mm  presidential  tokens  by 
Osbom  Coin  Co  are  rare.  The  author’s  collection 
has  only  five  pieces.  These  pieces  may  have  been 
issued  along  with  the  Osbom  Co  aluminum  29mm 
presidential  tokens.  When  the  Osbom  Coin  Co 
varieties  were  initially  issued  is  not  known. 


Osbom  Coinage  Co 
aluminum  29mm 

The  Osbom  Coinage  Co  stmck  some 
presidential  tokens  in  29mm  aluminum.  These 
pieces  may  have  been  issued  along  with  29mm 
aluminum  varieties  issued  by  the  Osbom  Co  and 
the  Osbom  Coin  Co,  but  when  they  were  issued  is 
not  known. 


Gold  plated  steel  28mm 


presidential  tokens  are  rare.  Only  five  pieces  are 
known  to  the  author.  Being  composed  of  steel, 
rather  than  copper,  brass,  or  bronze,  they  were 
probably  struck  during  the  Second  World  War, 
and  were  probably  issued  by  Osbom. 


Osborn  Coinage  or  Register  Co. 
gold  plated  steel  28mm 

The  gold  plated  steel  28mm  varieties  of 
presidential  tokens  signed  Osbom  Coinage  or 
Osbom  Register  Co  are  also  rare.  These  pieces 
may  have  been  issued  along  with  the  unsigned 
28mm  gold  plated  steel  varieties.  All  were 
probably  issued  during  the  Second  World  War. 


Ohio  8 

aluminum  26mm 

Seven  U.  S.  presidents  were  bom  in  Ohio: 
Grant,  Hayes,  Garfield,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Mc- 
Kinley, Taft,  and  Harding.  William  H.  Harrison 
was  living  in  Ohio  when  he  became  president.  The 
author’s  collection  contains  only  two  of  this  series 
of  eight  major  presidential  varieties. 


The  gold  plated  steel  28mm  varieties  of  Copper-nickel  25mm 
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1.  George  Washington 
1789-1797 

2.  John  Adams 
1797-1801 

3.  Thomas  Jefferson 
1801-1809 

4.  James  Madison 
1809-1817 

5.  James  Monroe 
1817-1825 

6.  John  Quincy  Adams 
1825-1829 

7.  Andrew  Jackson 
1829-1837 

8.  Martin  Van  Buren 
1837-1841 

9.  William  H.  Harrison 
1841- 

10.  John  Tyler  1 

1841-1845 

11.  James  K.  Polk 
1845-1849 

12.  Zachary  Taylor 

1849- 1850 

13.  Millard  Fillmore 

1850- 1853 

14.  Franklin  Pierce  1 

1853-1857 

15.  James  Buchanan 
1857-1861 

16.  Abraham  Lincoln 
1861-1865 

17.  Andrew  Johnson 
1865-1869 

18.  Ulysses  S.  Grant 
1869-1877 

19.  Rutherford  Hayes  1 

1877-1881 

20.  James  A.  Garfield 
1881- 

21.  Chester  A.  Arthur 
1881-1885 

22.  Grover  Cleveland 
1885-1889 
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Silver  25mm 
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23.  Benjamin  Harrison 
1889-1893 

24.  Grover  Cleveland 
1893-1897 

25.  William  McKinley 
1897-1901 

26.  Theodore  Roosevelt 
1901-1909 

27.  William  H.  Taft 
1909-1913 

28.  Woodrow  Wilson  1 
1913-1921 

29.  Warren  G.  Harding  2 

1921-1923 

30.  Calvin  Coolidge 
1923-1929 

31.  Herbert  Hoover 
1929-1933 

32.  Franklin  Roosevelt 
1933-1945 

33.  Harry  S Truman 
1945-1953 

34.  Dwight  Eisenhower 
1953-1961 

35.  John  F.  Kennedy 
1961-1963 

36.  Lyndon  B.  Johnson 
1963-1969 

37.  Richard  M.  Nixon 
1969-1974 

38.  Gerald  R.  Ford 
1974-1977 

39.  James  E.  Carter  Jr. 

1977-1981 

40.  Ronald  W.  Reagan 
1981-1989 

41.  George  H.  Bush 
1989-1993 

42.  William  Clinton 
1993-2001 
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Silver  25mm 


Only  two  varieties  of  these  presidential 
tokens  are  known  to  the  author.  They  may  or  may 
not  be  part  of  a series  of  presidential  tokens. 


Gold  plated  brass 
(looks  cast)  25mm 


These  gold  plated  brass  25mm  pieces, 
which  appear  to  have  been  cast,  are  rare.  They 
may  or  may  not  be  part  of  a set  of  presidential 
tokens. 
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Silvered  aluminum  38mm  ® 


Only  one  specimen  of  38mm  silvered 
aluminum  presidential  token  has  been  seen.  It  may 
or  may  not  be  part  of  a set  of  presidential  tokens. 
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Franklin  Mint 

silver  plated  bronze  26mm  ® 

Only  one  specimen  of  26mm  silver  plated 
bronze  presidential  token  issued  by  the  Franklin 
Mint  has  been  seen.  The  plating  may  not  be  ori- 
ginal. This  piece  may  or  may  not  be  part  of  a 


presidential  set  of  tokens. 


Light  brown  colored  plastic  28mm 

Here  too,  only  one  specimen  has  been  seen 
of  light  brown  colored  plastic  28mm  presidential 
token.  It  is  probably  part  of  k set. 


Grey  colored  plastic  28.5mm 

Similarly,  only  one  specimen  is  known  of 
grey  colored  plastic  28.5mm  presidential  tokens.  It 
is  probably  part  of  a set. 


Dark  brown  colored  plastic  28.5mm 

It  is  the  same,  with  a dark  brown  colored 
plastic;  28.5mm  presidential  tokens.  Only  one 
piece  is  known  to  the  author.  It  is  probably  part  of 
a larger  set. 
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Cracker  Jack 
aluminum  20mm 

This  piece  is  very  rare.  It  definitely  is  not  a 
cut-down  25mm  piece,  because  of  the  wide  rim. 
This  specimen  may  be  part  of  an  early  Cracker 
Jack  set. 


Cracker  Jack 

copper  plated  aluminum  25mm 

This  piece  too  is  rare.  The  plating  is  well 
worn  and  was  probably  done  when  the  piece  was 
first  manufactured,  rather  than  afterwards.  As 
such,  it  may  be  part  of  a Cracker  Jack  set  of 
presidential  tokens 


Silver  25mm 

This  piece  is  probably  the  only  specimen 
known  of  presidential  tokens  issued  in  sets  which 
was  struck  in  silver.  It  may  be  part  of  a larger 
presidential  set  struck  in  silver.  This  series  was 
probably  issued,  at  least  initially,  when  Truman 
was  president. 

Footnotes 

*1  Similar  Washington  dies  were  used  to  strike  a 
double-headed  piece. 

*2  A similar  Washington  die  is  known  muled  with  a die 
that  says  “MEMBER  / C.C.O.A./  1962.” 

*3  A similar  Jefferson  die  is  known  muled  with  a die  that 
says  “MEMBER  / C.C.O.A./  1964.”  Also  known  muled 


with  a die  that  says  “Mr.  4%  Represents  The/  Jefferson 
Standard  Life  Ins.  Co./  in  center;  Mr  4%  / Now  Paying  4 
1/2% 

*4  A similar  Lincoln  die  is  known  muled  with  a die  that 
says  “MEMBER/  C.C.O.A./  1963.”  Also  known  muled 
with  a die  that  says  “TATHAM  STAMP  & COIN  CO./ 
HIGHEST/  CASH  PRICES  PAID/  FOR/  COINS-STAMPS/ 
PAPERMONEY/  SPRINGFIELD,  MASS.” 

*5  Cleveland  was  the  successful  U.S.  presidential  candidate 
twice,  in  1885  and  1893,  with  Benjamin  Harrison  in 
between.  Consequently,  many  sets  of  presidential  tokens 
combine  the  successful  Cleveland  campaigns  into  one 
token. 

*6  A similar  Roosevelt  die  is  known  muled  with  a die  that 
says  “FOR/  GOOD  FORTUNE/  CARRY  THIS/  LUCKY/ 
COIN  over  a horseshoe.”  Also  known  muled  with  a die  that 
says  “MOMENTO  OF  ‘THE  LITTLE  WHITE  HOUSE’/ 
‘F.D.R./  ONLY  PRESIDENT  / ELECTED  FOUR/  TERMS 
SUCCESSIVELY/  SERVED  THRU  CRITICAL/  YEARS 
OF  WORLD  WAR/  II.  BECAME  BELOVED/  WORLD 
FIGURE/  DIED  AT  WARM/  SPRINGS,  GEORGIA/ 
APRIL  12./  1945” 

*7  Similar  Kennedy  dies  were  used  to  strike  a 
double-headed  piece.  Also  known  muled  with  a die  that 
says  “PAPPILION/  POST  OFFICE/  JOHN  F.  KENNEDY/ 
MEMORIAL  SERVICE/  NOV.  22,  1965/  PAPPILION, 
NEBRASKA/  SOUVENIR  COIN.” 

*8  A similar  die  is  known  with  a blank  reverse. 

*9  An  octagonal  Cracker  Jack  piece  with  a Washington  in 
25mm  aluminum  has  ben  reported  by  Partin. 
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TliE  MEDALS  CE  EDANEEIN 


(Part  14) 

(The  continuation  of  a series:  Part  1 was  in  the 
Journal,  Number  38-3;  Part  2,  Number  38-4;  Part  3, 
Number  38-5;  Part  4,  Number  38-6;  Part  5,  Number 
41-2;  Part  6,  Number  41-3;  Part  7,  Number  41-4;  Part 
8,  Number  51-5;  Part  9,  Number  42-4;  Part  10, 
Number  42-5;  Part  11,  Number  42-6,  Part  12,  Number 
45-6;  Part  13,  Nunber46-1.) 

by  Phil  W.  Greenslet 


Since  1994,  when  the  Token  and  Medal 
Society  published  The  Medals  of  Franklin,  several 
additional  items  have  surfaced,  in  this,  and  future 
installments,  I will  update  the  earlier  publication. 

(The  continuation  of  a series) 

FRANKLIN  MINT  MEDALS 


GM-585  THE  FRANKLIN  MINT  / (bust  of  Franklin 
facing  left)  (denticles  around) 

(floral  design)  / (bar)  / Ff^NKLIN 
MINT  / TEST  SPECIMEN  / (bar)  / 
(floral  design) 

bronze,  44mm,  R-6. 

GM-586  FRANKLIN  MINT  DE  MEXICO  (around 
bust  of  Franklin  facing  left,  encased  on 
membership  card) 

(Franklin  Mint  coat  of  arms) 
karatclad,  26mm,  R-2 
The  Franklin  Mint  Collectors  Society 
membership  card  for  1978. 


GM-584  (Franklin  seated  in  carriage  measuring 
distances  for  postal  service) 

(eagle)  / POSTMASTERS  OF 
AMERICA  (on  ribbon)  / 

COMMEMORATIVE  ISSUE  / NO.  43  / 

ISSUED  JUNE  22,  1973/ 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y. 

silver,  39mm,  reeded  edge,  R-4 

GM-587  (Circle  of  15  bolts  around  outer  edge) 

FRANKLIN  MINT  / LACONA  2001  (super- 
imposed over  section  of  motorcycle 
engine) 

THE  FRANKLIN  MINT  (around  bust  of 

Franklin  facing  left) 

Franklin  bronze,  64mm,  thick 
planchet,  R-5. 

Issued  for  a Harley-Davidson  rally  in 
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New  Hampshire.  Note  the  spelling 
error;  should  be  LANCONIA. 


!m\ 


GM-930  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

1776-1976  around.  Franklin  and  son  in 
kite-flying  scene. 

AMP  / (building)  / 1941-1976  / 
WORLD  HEADQUARTERS 
silver.  30mm  looped,  R-3 

FRANKLIN  TOKENS 


GT-770  (bust  of  Franklin  facing  front,  wearing 
fur-collared  jacket;  double  rim  around 
edge) 

BEN  FRANKLIN  / RYE  / DELANEY  & 
MURPHY  / CHICAGO  (In  small  print 
at  base,  THE  GREEN  DUCK  CO. 
CHICAGO) 

white  metal,  39mm  looped  fob, 
R-4 

GT-77 1 (same  as  GT-734) 

THE  SECURITY  / NATIONAL  BANK  / 
WE  WILL  / ACCEPT  THIS  / AS  / 
FIFTY  CENTS  / IN  OPENING  A NEW 
/ SAVINGS  ACCOUNT  / OF  FIVE 
DOLLARS  OR  / MORE  TO  BE  LEFT  / 
SIX  MONTHS  / MASON  CITY,  IOWA, 
brass,  31mm,  R-4 


GT-772  opera  house  CASINO  / $1  (caricature 
of  Ben  Franklin  to  left).  BEN  / FRANKLIN 
/ AMERICAN  / HEROES  to  right.  JULY  4 / 
2002  to  left.  LTD  / 1 500  to  right.  Below 
NORTH  LAS  VEGAS,  NV. 

(same  as  obverse). 

multicolor  porcelain,  39mm,  R-1 
Edge-marked  FOURTH  OF  JULY 
2002  / LIMITED  1 ,500  / OPERA 
HOUSE  CASINO. 
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16994;  C.  V.  T.  CO. 
/ 139 /CAMP  3 
(all  Inc) 

Blank 

26mm  Oc  Br 


16996;  AT  THE  / 
BREWERY  / 
SALOON 

GOOD  FOR  / 50  / 
IN  TRADE 
20mm  Oc  Br 
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16997:  OATMAN  / & 
/LANE 

GOOD  FOR  / 5 / IN  / 
TRADE 
21mm  Rd  Br 


16998;  A.  SATHER 
& CO.  / GOOD 
FOR/ 50  / IN 
TRADE 

Plain 

21mm  Rd  Br 


17004;  ED.  WIL- 
LIAMS / OAHU 
ISLE /IN  THE/ 
NAMELESS 
CAFE 

GOOD  FOR/$1QQ/ 
IN  DRINKS 
ONLY 

31mm  Rd  Br 


7 


17005:  CHOROMO- 
KOS  & CHA- 
MALES  / OYS- 
TER / BAY 
SALOON  / 302 
/ S.  STATE  ST. 
/91  /S.  CL7VRK 
ST. 

TA 

25mm  Rd  Wm 


17006;  JOHN  HANE 
GOOD  FOR  / 50  / 
IN  TRADE 
22mm  Rd  Br 


17007:  DAVIS  & / 
HOYT 

GOOD  FOR / ONE / 
DRINK 

28.5mm  S8  Br 


17008:  PETE 
BISSEN 

GOOD  FOR/ 50  / 
DRINK 
21mm  Rd  Al 


17009:  MASTER'S 
BROS. /1 2720 
GOOD  FOR / ONE / 
DRINK 

28mm  S19  Br 


17010:  A.  T.  ROTH/ 
MILK /DISTRI- 
BUTOR 

GOOD  FOR / 1 / 
QUART  / MILK 
25mm  Rd  Al 


17011;  STEVE 
HOFFMAN / & 
CO.  (All  Inc) 
GOOD  FOR/ 50  / 
IN  TRADE  (All 
Inc) 

24mm  Rd  Br 


17012:  BELL/ 
WADE 

100 

25mm  Rd  Al 


17013:  S.  P.  WARD 
/ 200  (All  Inc) 

Plain 

28mm  Rd  Br 


17014;  JOE  RUCK 
GOOD  FOR  50  IN 
TRADE / W 
21mmRd(ch)  Br 


17015;  J.  H.  / 
BLAKLEY 

GOOD  FOR  / 2720  / 
IN  TRADE 
28mm  S4  Al 


17016;  H.  W. 

SNIDER  (Inc) 
GOOD  FOR/ 50  / 
IN  TRADE /AT 
BAR  (All  Inc) 
26mm  Oc  Br 


17017:  C.  D.  / 
LLOYD 

GOOD  FOR  / 5c  / IN 
TRADE 
21mm  Rd  Al 
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iiummACE 


Each  member  is  entitled  to  one  free 
Marketplace  ad  of  25  words  per  issue.  Additional 
words  (or  additional  ads)  are  accepted,  but  must 
be  accompanied  by  payment  of  lOe  per  word. 
Ads  over  25  words  which  are  not  accompanied  by 
payment  will  be  edited  to  the  25  word  limit. 

Only  ads  relating  to  exonumia  will  be  ac- 
cepted, and  ads  must  be  different  each  issue.  Ads 
for  up  to  three  issues  may  be  sent  in  at  one  time ; 
each  should  be  on  a separate  sheet  of  paper. 
Please  type  or  print  copy  and  send  to  David  E. 
Schenkman,  P.O.  Box  366,  Bryantown,  MD  20617. 


WANTING  TO  BUY:  tokens  and  encased  cents  from 
Quincy,  Illinois  and  surrounding  towns.  John  Mullins,  PO 
Box  133,  Payson,  IL  62360. 


FRATERNAL  ORDER  OF  EAGLES  (FOE)  tokens, 
medals,  badges  needed  for  my  collection.  Roger  Winter. 
rwinter4700@yahoo.com 

BUYING  AND  SELLING:  Jewish  related  coins,  tokens, 
paper  all  types  of  exonumia  and  ephemera.  Bill  Rosenblum, 
PO  Box  355,  Evergreen,  CO  80437-0355.  Bill@Rosenblum 
coins.com 


NEW  & USED  BOOKS  on  numismatics  & banking/busi- 
ness history,  www.abebooks.com/home/stockleysbooks. 
Always  looking  to  buy  good  material. 
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PERU  MARRIAGE  MEDALS:  seeking  information,  also 
interested  in  acquiring  some.  Stevens,  313  B SE  Hill,  Pull- 
man, WA  99163.  stevens@pullman.com 


TOKEN  AND  MEDAL  REFERENCES:  email  turtlehill 
@olg.com  for  our  extensive  list  of  books.  Turtle  Hill  Book 
Co. 


WANTED  TELEPHONE  & TELEGRAPH  TOKENS, 

medals,  mirrors,  what  have  you?  Also  tokens,  medals, 
mirrors  re:  Reddy  Kilowatt.  R.  K.  'Bob'  Lusch,  417  Arbor 
Ave.,  Monroe,  Ml  48162. 
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CANNERY  AND  PACKING  HOUSE  TOKENS 
WANTED.  David  Schenkman,  Box  366,  Bryantown,  MD 
20617.  Email:  dave@turtlehillbanjo.com 

So-Called  Dollars  wanted:  serious  money  for  serious 
singles,  groups  and  collections.  Paul  Cunningham 
5 1 7-902-7072,  cunninghamchips@hotmail.com 


WANTED  GLAUBER  TOKEN:  CR780  - Glauber's  / On 
the  Corner  / Third  / and  / Bennett  / Cripple  Creek,  Colo, 
(obverse).  The  holder  of  this  check  / will  be  / allowed  / 50 
Cents  / rebate  on  / any  / suit  or  overcoat  (reverse).  Send 
grade  and  price  info,  to  Jeft'Tyler,  Powell  Tyler  Associates, 
Inc.,  800  Washington  Avenue,  Unit  D,  Golden,  CO  80401, 
or  jefr@powelltyler.com 
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WANTED:  SHELL  CARDS,  especially  related  to  Den- 
tistry, Dental  Products  like  Toothpaste,  Patent  Medicines, 
and  the  circus.  Ben  Swanson,  616  South  Hanover,  Balti- 
more, MD  21230.  (410)  385-1606. 

TOKENS  AND  MEDALS  FOR  SALE:  send  for  free  80 
pg.  fixed  price  listing  of  interesting  pieces.  Norman  Peters, 
POB  29,  Lancaster,  NY  14086-0029. 

FOR  BOOKS  ON  TOKENS,  coins,  business/banking 
history,  browse  my  site  at  www.abebooks.com/home/ 
stockleysbooks.  Contact  me  at  . rstockley@sympatico.ca. 
Thanks.  Richard. 

WANTED:  scarce  to  rare  or  older  magician's  tokens.  No 
contemporary.  Gene  Braig,  PO  Box  334,  North  Olmsted, 
OH  44070-0334.  g8c6b6@comcast.net 

BUYING  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  medals  and  tokens. 
Send  list  and  prices.  Frank  Butler,  4640  Old  Park  Road  N. 
Charleston,  SC  29405. 

COLLEGE  CURRENCY:  magnificent  quality  book. 
Mostly  paper.  Incls.  about  40  college  tokens  (mostly 
illustrated).  Originally  $95;  now  $47.50.  Lawrence  Falater, 
POB  81,  Allen,  Ml  49227. 

NOT  MANY  MAIL  BID  SALES  LEFT:  send  for  Bob 
Moffatfs.  Box  281,  Auburn,  MA  01501.  100  quality  lots, 
no  buyer's  fee,  bids  reduced.  Write  today. 


COLLECTION  OF  66  WINTER  CARNIVAL  medals. 
List  available  by  email:  darinet@colba.net,  or  write  Barry 
Uman,  242  Sedgefield,  Pointe  Claire,  Qc,  H9R  1P2 
Canada. 
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MINING  TOKENS  WANTED:  coal  and  other  types  of 
mining.  Also  paper  scrip  from  mining  companies.  Top 
dollar  paid  for  anything  needed.  David  Schenkman,  Box 
366,  Bryantown,  MD20617.  dave@turtlehillbanjo.com 

WANTED:  PARK  CITY,  UTAH  tokens,  photos,  mining 
stock  certificates,  postcards.  Thank  you.  Linda  Roberts, 
1088  Rubio  St.,  Altadena,  CA  91001. 

REFORMATION  ITEMS:  collector  buying  Luther, 
Lutheran  church  medals,  tokens,  coins,  etc.  Send 
description  and  price  to  Don  Thannen,  2313  Grey  Stone 
Drive,  Springfield,  IL  62704. 
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TAMS  Slide  Programs 

TAMS  now  has  five  slide  programs 
for  free  loan  for  TAMS  members.  Each 
program  is  shipped  in  a Kodak 
“carousel”  with  the  slides  in  place, 
along  with  a typed  narrative.  Several 
programs  also  include  a taped  (uncued) 
narrative. 

Programs  include  “The  Case  of  the 
Misplaced  Soda  Token,”  a general  token 
and  medal  program  (heavy  in  Civil 
War),  Hard  Times  Tokens,  Civil  War 
storecards  and  Civil  War  patriotics.  It  is 
suggested  that  the  borrower  arrange  to 
have  a Kodak  Carousel  projector  before 
requesting  any  of  these  programs. 

TAMS  also  has  a repeating  program 
and  self-contained  Caramate  projector 
especially  designed  for  use  at  coin  or 
collectible  shows. 

When  returning  any  program,  at 
borrower’s  expense,  the  member  is 
requested  to  enclose  a check  for  the 
original  shipping  charge.  Inquiries  and 
requests  (please  write  at  least  three 
weeks  prior  to  scheduled  showing  in- 
cluding your  street  address)  may  be 
sent  to; 

Peter  Irion 
P.O.  Box  10 

Huntington,  V I 05462-0010 
petervt(^aol.com 


WANTED:  paying  top  dollar  for  needed  tokens  from 
Quincy,  Illinois.  John  Mullins,  PO  Box  133,  Payson,  IL 
62360.(217)656-3732. 

ROCKET  RECREATION,  Omaha,  GF  50  IT.  Round, 
alum.  $1.00  each  plus  SASE.  James  Vander  Helm,  18618 
Birch  Ave.,  Akron,  lA  51001-8827. 
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POOL  PARLOR  MAVERICK  WANTED:  Jose  Vila  / 
Wood  & Knox  Proprs.  mercedtokn(@aol.com  John 
Hoffman,  POB  723,  Merced,  CA  95341. 
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WANTED:  items  from  the  Olympic  Games;  also  English 
coronation  items.  Price,  picture  if  possible,  phone  number. 
Gary  Kamen,  2909  Bird  Ave.,  Coconut  Grove,  FE  33133. 
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WANTED:  better  American  military  medals.  Need  named 
decorations,  numbered  campaign  medals,  lifesaving, 
anything  Indian  Wars  related.  Charles  Pfeiffer,  1401  Druid 
Road,  Maitland,  FI,  32751. 


10  DIFFERENT  MERCHANT  TRADE  TOKENS  $7.50 
postpaid.  Nice  assortment  of  metal  tokens  in  various  shapes 
and  values.  Trades  also.  Ken  Chylinski,  Box  1062,  Mt. 
Clemens,  MI  48046. 

FOR  SALE:  1st  Supplement  to  South  Carolina  Tokens 
(1994)  23pp,  $5.00  ppd;  2nd  Supplement  $6.00  ppd.  Tony 
Chibbaro,  PO  Box  420,  Prosperity,  SC  29127  (803-252- 
1881)  chibbaro(3),mindsDrine.com 

PINOCCHIO’S  50TH  ANNIVERSARY  in  one  ounce 
.999  fine  silver  medal  set  in  proof;  leather  bound  case 
$225.00.  Edward  J.  Moschetti,  Box  4094,  Pittsburgh,  PA 
15201-0094. 

AUSTRALIAN  HORSE  RACE  metal  badges  for  mem- 
bers, guests,  ladies,  others  for  admission  to  track.  $2  each 
postpaid.  Bob  Kelley,  2742  Cheyenne  Rd,  Sebring,  FL 
33875. 


ALBUQUERQUE  1980  American  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion midyear  convention  road  runner  pass  (71x46mm) 
(anodized  gold)  $5.00  postpaid.  Bill  Fox,  529  Somerset 
Lane,  New  Lenox,  IL  6045 1 . 


Clip  n Mail 

Token  and  Medal  Society 
MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


Name 


Address 
City  


_State_ 


-Zip- 


My  collecting  interests  are; 


Other  Numismatic  Affiliations: 


1 hereby  apply  for  membership  in  the  Token  and  Medal  Society, 
enclosing  $25  as  my  annual  dues  ($30  non-U. S.A.)  for  the 
current  calendar  year  The  TAMS  Journal  is  sent  free  to  all 
m€fnb©rs 

TAMS  membership  is  based  upon  a calendar  year  basis 
January  through  December. 


Date 


Signed 


P‘=>''ommended  by(  “ I — 

Life  memberships  are  available  after  three  years  of  regularn 
membership  The  full  payment  ,Of  $500  ($625  non-U. S.A.) 
must  accompany  application  for  the  life  membership. 

1*1  The  secretary  is  empowered  to  sign  your  membership  application  If  it  is  not 
convenient  for  you  to  have  it  signed  by  a regular  member. 

Complete  and  sign  this 
membership  application,  forwardi 
it  with  your  remittance  of  $25  (or' 

$30  foreign)  to  cover  your  annual' 
dues  for  the  first  year  to; 

Rarhrl  Irish 

101  W.  Prairie  Center  «J2J 
Hayden,  II)  83835 


reg  asend.  it 
life  rr.br  # 
appi-  reed 
pymt  reed, 
published 

(do  not  write  In  this 
space! 


70  April  2006 


INFORMATION  FOR  ADVERTISERS 

Advertising  Restrictions 


All  advertisers  must  subscribe  to  the  TAMS  code  of  ethical 
standards.  The  editor  is  vested  with  the  right  to  reject  any  offered 
advertising  which  he  feels  is  not  in  keeping  with  the  best  objectives 
of  TAMS.  All  advertisers  must  supply  their  own  cuts  or  art  work, 
unless  other  arrangements  are  made.  All  ads  are  priced  on  a 
CASH  IN  ADVANCE  basis.  Further  information  regarding 
advertising  is  available  by  writing  to  the  editor. 

Classified  Advertising 

Each  member  may  submit  one  free  classified  ad,  up  to  a 
maximum  of  25  words,  per  issue.  Each  word  or  group  of  numbers 
counts  as  one  word,  as  does  the  zip  code.  Ads  larger  than  25 
words  are  accepted  but  payment  for  the  extra  words,  at  the  rate  of 
10(t  per  word,  must  accompany  the  ad.  Ads  over  25  words  which 
are  not  accompanied  by  payment  will  be  edited  to  the  25  word  limit, 
without  exception. 

Mail  Bid  Ads 

It  is  recommended  that  closing  dates  in  mail  bid  ads  be  set  six 
weeks  following  the  listed  issue  date  in  which  it  is  to  be  inserted. 
While  the  Token  and  Medal  Society  endeavors  to  place  issues  in 
the  hands  of  its  members  no  later  than  three  weeks  following  the 
issue  date,  it  assumes  no  responsibility  for  doing  so.  All  mail  Lids 
must  include  any  rules  that  apply  to  that  sale.  The  term  "usual 
rules"  is  not  acceptable. 

Advertising  Rates 


Free  Display  Ads 

The  TAMS  Board  has  approved  the  member 
benefit  of  one  free  one  inch  display  ad  per 
year  in  the  TAMS  Journal.  Each  member  is 
urged  to  send  in  an  ad  now!  Send  your  ad  to 
the  Journal  Editor.  Some  examples  of 


suggested  ads  follow: 

Let’s  Trade! 

My  generally  ignored  coins  for 
your  uncirculated  mint  medals 
call  313-555-0001 

See  Our  Exonumia  At 
e-x-numia@mysite.com 

(Please  note:  the  rates  listed  below  are  for  camera  ready  copy 
only.  There  is  an  extra  charge  for  layout  and  typing,  and 
arrangements  must  be  made  in  advance  with  the  editor.) 


CONTRACT  RATES 


SIZE 
1 Page 
1/2  Page 
1/4  Page 
1/8  Page 


1 ISSUE 

$75.00 

$40.75 

$24.00 

$13.00 


3 ISSUES 

$202.00 

$112.00 

$62.50 

$34.50 


6 ISSUES 

$383.25 

$209.75 

$122.00 

$66.25 


Contract  rates  apply  only  when  the  same  advertisement  is  run 
for  the  length  of  the  contract.  If  ad  copy  is  changed  during  a 
contract,  an  additional  charge  will  be  made.  A second  color  is 
available  for  $50.00  per  ad. 

TAMS  offers  advertisers  the  option  of  having  loose  flyers 
inserted  into  mailings  of  the  TAMS  Journal.  Contact  the  editor  for 
rates. 

Publication  Deadlines 
Ad  Copy  To  Editor  Issue  Date 


1 December 
1 February 
1 April 
1 June 
1 August 
1 October 


1 February 
1 April 
1 June 
1 August 
1 October 
1 December 


The  editor  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of  any  advertising  copy 
received  after  the  deadlines  indicated,  nor  can  he  guarantee  th- 


TAMS 

MEDALS 


Membership  Medal $4.00 

Member  Bar 2.00 

Officer  Bar 5.00 

Past  Officer  Bar 4.00 

President  Bar 4.00 

Past  President  Bar 4.00 


All  orders,  regardless  of  size, 
must  include  $1.00  for  shipping 
expenses. 

Donald  Young 
560  Mariman  Ave, 
Harrodsburg,  KY  40330 


TAMS 

INTRODUCING  THE 

TOKEN  AND 
MEDAL  SOCIETY 

For  All  Collectors  of 
Tokens  and  Medals 
and  Related  Exonumia 


-o  WE 

O 

O 


ORGANIZED 
NOV.  19.  I960 


The  Token  and  Medal  Society  (TAMS)  was 
founded  in  1960  as  "The  Society  ol  Medal.  Token 
and  Obsolete  Paper  Money  Collectors  ' A year  later 
the  name  was  officially  changed  to  the  Token  and 
Medal  Society 

Exonumists.  as  TAMS  members  are  known,  is  a 
coined  word  which  denotes  collectors  of 
numismatic  items  not  of  government  issue  Ac- 
cordingly, the  collecting  and  study  of  tokens  and 
medals  is  known  as  "exonumia  ' TAMS  members 
have  always  been  among  the  most  dedicated 
collectors  and  students  in  the  hobby  of 
numismatics 
THEAIMSOFTAMS  ARE: 

• To  promote  and  stimulate  the  study  of  tokens  and 
medals. 

• To  encourage  development  of  research,  articles 
and  recordings  pertaining  thereto 

• To  cultivate  fraternal  collector  relations 

• To  disperse  information  and  knowledge  m the 
society's  journal 

• To  promote  meetings  and  conventions 

• To  determine  and  publish  detailed  information  on 
the  values  of  tokens  and  medals 

• To  permanently  record  historical  information 
relating  to  tokens  and  medals  by  publishing 
original  works  by  members;  and  by  reprinting  old 
works  not  readily  available  to  present  day 
collectors. 

BENEFITSOF  MEMBERSHIP 
OURTAMSJOURNAL 

1.  Published  six  times  annually,  each  volume 
totalling  nearly  300  illustrated  pages 

2.  Timely  educational  articles 

3.  Maverick  listing  (for  those  hard  to  identify 
pieces.) 

4 Commercial  advertising 
5.  Free  classified  advertising 

6 Periodic  publication  of  original  monograph 
length  studies  by  members, 

OUR  TAMS  LIBRARY 

1 Over  1000  books  and  publications 

2 Cost  — Roundtrip  postage 

3 Available  to  all  — Write  T AMS  Librarian 

OUR  ANNUAL  MEETING 

1 Held  In  conjunction  with  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  Convention 

2 Provides  for  member  fellowship 

3 Recognition  awards  are  presented 
OUR  MEDALLIC  ART  PRODUCTIONS 

1 Past  presidents  medals  are  available  tor  purchase  in 
bron/e  and  silver 

2 Assemblage  medals  — Available  annually  by  sub 
scfiption  only 


OUR  CATALOG  PUBLISHING  PROGRAM 
Provides  for  the  publicalion  of  original  works  on 
exonumia  subiects  which  would  nol  otherwise  be 
published  due  to  their  marginal  profit  possibilities 
OUR  ORIGINAL  WORKS  PUBLICATION  FUNDING 
Provides  funds  on  a reimbursable  basis  for  the  private 
publication  of  original  works  which  permanently  record 
historical  information  relating  to  tokens  and  medals 
OUR  AWARDS  PROGRAM 

1 B P Wright  Award 

Sponsored  by  the  Society,  this  award  is  presented  to 
the  first  place  winner  in  the  token  exhibit  categ^ory  at  the 
American  Numismatic  Association's  annual  convention. 

2 Literary  Awards  — Gold.  Silver^Bronze 

a)  Joseph  M Seget  Gold  — Presented  'or  the  article  in 
the  TAMS  Journal  that  best  relates  to  the  original 
history  ol  tokens  and  medals 

b)  TAMS  Silver  & Bronze  — Presented  for  articles  ap- 
pearing in  the  previous  year  s Journal  which  display 
excellence  m historical  lournahstic  achievement 

3 Medallic  Art  Medal  of  Merit 

Presented  to  the  TAMS  member  who  has  contributed 
most  to  TAMS  and  exonumia  during  the  preceding  year 

4 Catalog  Awards 

The  Mishler  Exonumia  Cataloging  Awards  for  the  best 
catalogs  published  during  the  preceding  year 
TAMS  PUBLICATIONS 

Besides  the  TAMS  Journal.  TAMS  has  published  or 
reprinted  a number  of  important  books  While  some  ol 
these  are  out  of  print  and  unavailable  through  TAMS,  some 
may  be  purchased  from  private  booksellers  All  of  course 
may  be  borrowed  from  the  TAMS  library  by  TAMS  members 
BOOKS  IN  PRINT 

Alaska  Tokens.  Second  Edition  - Benice 
Arkansas  Trade  Tokens  - Robinson 
Bryan  Money  - Schorstein 
California  Tokens  - Kappen  (reprint) 

TTie  Medals  of  Franklin  - Greenslet 

South  Carolina  Tokens  ~ Chibbaro 

The  Tokens,  Checks,  Metallic  Tickets,  Passes,  and  Tallies 

of  The  Bntish  Canbbean  & Bermuda  — Lyall 

TAMS  BOOKS  OUT-OF-PRINT 

Amencan  Store  or  Business  Cards  - Wright 

Comprehensive  index  to  King's  Lincoln  In  Numis  - Heyl 

Early  Coins  of  Amenca  - Crosby 

Iowa  Tokens  - Ferguson 

Lincoln  in  Numismatics  — King 

Medallic  Portraits  of  Adolph  Hitler  - Colbert  and  Hyder 

Medals  of  the  U S Mint  - 1792-1892  - Julian 

Order  books  from  TAMS,  5224  W.  State  Rd.  46,  «408. 
Sanford.  FL  32771. 

< I roKKNSAM)  MEDALS 

If  you  arr»  nol  prcsrnMy  a rollertor,  or  have  become 
tired  of  the  sameness  ol  collerlinK  coins  by  dales,  add 
life  ■ In  voiir  hobby  by  collecting  tokens  and  medals  as 
an  alter  Male  or  supplement  to  your  present  colleclinR 
mteresls  T okens  offer  history,  both  liK'al  and  national, 
plus  a record  of  the  chanKing  customs  of  p<»ople.  and 
preserve  it  in  a way  that  coins  never  can  You'll  learn 
from  tokens  that  bread  once  sold  for  5'  a loaf,  and  that 
durinR  wartime  merchants  haif  their  own  tokens 


struck  to  replace  hoarded  coins  You  may  even  find  a 
token  issued  by  sour  own  Rramlfather  or  by  a 
storekeeper  you  remember  from  years  ago  Tokens 
are  personal,  rellecling  history  you  can  relive  and 
enjoy 

Meilals  on  the  other  hand,  reflect  history  in  a dif- 
ferent way  iiy  commemorating  imporlanl  events 
and  prisons  of  (he  past  and  present  Nowhere  else  in 
the  luimismatir  field  can  you  obtain  the  history  thal 
may  be  gleaned  form  a medallic  collection , practically 
(wery  event  or  person  of  importance  has  been  com- 
nirmoiated  at  one  time  or  another  And.  if  you  are  a 
confirmed  collector  of  sets,  it  is  possible  to  turn  one's 
interests  to  collecting  medals  by  subject  — there  are 
many  medals  of  (Jeorge  Washington,  for  example,  and 
when  assembled,  you  will  have  far  more  variety  than  a 
set  of  coins  by  dates  and  minlmarks  Added  to  the 
historical  value  of  medals  is  the  artistic  superiority  of 
many  pieces  Unlike  coins,  which  must  meet  various 
restrictions  of  design  and  inscription,  sculptors  and 
medals  have  more  free  rein  and  are  thus  able  to 
produce  many  artistic  masterpieces  thal  can  be  found 
now  here  else 

So,  whether  your  interests  lean  toward  history  and 
art  as  expressed  liy  medals  or  the  "everyday  " history 
and  social  customs  as  expressed  by  tokens,  you  will 
surely  find  something  m Ibis  field  to  whet  your 
collecting  appetite  Slmuld  you  already  be  collecting 
tokens  or  medals  in  a small  way  or  would  like  to  give  it 
a try.  you  will  find  that  you  need  some  sort  of  guide  We 
believe  the  answer  to  this  is  the  Token  and  Medal 
Society,  a national  collector's  organization  of  more 
than  2000  collectors  Through  its  members  and  the 
pages  of  Its  bi  monthly  Journal  and  books,  you  will 
learn  of  collecting  avenues  of  which  you  never 
dreamed,  ranging  from  game  counters  and  car  wash 
tokens  to  Amencan  l.ogion  and  Presidential 
Inauguration  medals  A summary  of  the  services  of 
fered  by  the  Token  and  Medal  Society  will  be  found 
described  m this  folder  We  invite  you  to  join  us 


Clip  'nMatl 

Token  and  Medal  Society 
MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

Name  

Address 

City  State Zip 

My  collecting  interests  are  


Other  Numismatic  Affiliations; 


I hereby  apply  for  membership  in  the  Token  and 
Medal  Soci^,  enclosing  $25  as  my  annual  dues 
($30  non-U. SA)  for  the  current  calendar  year  The 
TAMS  Journal  is  sent  free  to  all  members 

Dale  . Signed  

Recommended  byC)  

Lii«  memberships  are  available  aMer  three  years  ol  reouiar  membership  The  lull 
payment  ol  $300  ($400  non  U S A ) musl  accompany  appiicalioo  for  life  mem 
bership  ‘ 

(*)  Tbe  secretary  is  empowered  to  sig''  your  membership  appilcalion  if  il  tt  nol 
convenient  *nr  wou  to  have  It  signed  by  s regular  member 

complete  and  sign  this  mem- 
bership application,  and  for- 
ward it  with  your  dues  of  $25 
for  the  first  year  to: 

Karhri  Irish 

tOI  W.  Pmirir  Ontrr  M2J 
Iteydm,  ID  SJ835 


reg  assrtd  #_.  

life  mbf  # . _ 

appi  reed  

pymt  reed  

published 

(do  not  write  In  this 

specs) 


Highlighting.....  • ••the  TAMS  Lineup  of  Publications 

Alaska  Tokens,  by  Ron  Benice 

New  edition,  334  pages,  new  prices,  100s  of  photos;  hard  bound,  recycled  paper. 
Retail  $39.95;  members:  $32.00. 

Arkansas  Trade  Tokens,  by  Tom  H.  Robinson 

All  known  Arkansas  tokens  cataloged;  260  pages,  900  photos,  high  quality  cloth 
binding.  Retail:  $32.50;  members:  $26.00 

Bryan  Money,  by  Fred  Schomstein 

A totally  revised  rendition  of  Farran  Zerbe’s  famous  1926  work!  All  varieties 
pictured,  rarity  scale,  full  color,  hard  cover,  full  size  text,  hundreds  of  new  listings, 
dozens  of  period  cartoons;  full  color  dust  jacket.  Retail  $29.95,  members  $24.00. 

California  Tokens,  by  Charles  V.  Kappen 

TAMS'  all  time  best  seller!  1994  reprint.  Revised  index,  754  pages,  high  quality 
cloth  binding;  illustrated.  Retail:  $45.00;  members:  $36.00. 

Louisiana  Trade  Tokens,  by  Louis  Crawford  and  Glyn  Farber 

Second  edition,  highly  revised;  many  new  photos!  New  rarities,  hard  bound,  large 
format,  560  pages.  Retail:  $44.95,  member:  $36. 

The  Medals  of  Franklin  , by  Phil  W.  Greenslet 

Hundreds  of  popular  and  obscure  Franklin  issues.  232  pages,  large  format,  highest 
quality  cloth  binding.  Retail:  $39.95;  members:  $32.00. 

South  Carolina  Tokens,  by  Tony  Chibbaro 

Highly  acclaimed!  262  pages;  Highest  quality  cloth  binding,  1300+  photos, 
recycled  paper.  Retail:  $49.95;  member:  $39.95. 

Special  numbered  and  autographed  edition:  $75.00 

The  Tokens,  Checks,  Metallic  Tickets,  Passes  and  Tallies  of  the  British 

Caribbean  & Bermuda,  by  Bob  Lyall 

Award  winning!  High  quality  cloth,  210  pages,  450  photos.  Historical  info,  index, 
bibliography,  enamel  paper,  etc.  Retail:  $35.00;  member:  $28.00. 

Special,  numbered  and  autographed,  leather  bound  edition:  $75.00  net 

To  order:  add  $2.75  for  postage  and  shipping  per  book.  Make  checks  payable  to  The  Token  and 

Medal  Society.  Forward  to: 

Mark  Lighterman 
5224  W.  State  Rd.  46,  #408 
Sanford,  FL  32771 


from  Coins.  Magazine 


Although  Coins  magazine  turns  fifty 
in  2005,  there’s  one  more  ‘5’  not 
reflected  in  the  headline:  the  five  names 
Coins  had  during  its  early  years. 

From  the  contest-inflection  birth  name  in 
1955,  You  Name  It  (and  there  really  was  a 
contest  to  find  a name),  it  was  called  the 
Flying  Eaglet,  Coin  News  and  Coin  Press, 
until,  finally,  the 


permanent  moniker  Coins  was  bestowed 
on  it  after  it  arrived  in  lola,  WI  in  1962. 

Help  us  celebrate  by  taking  advantage  of 
our  Anniversary  Special...  5 big  issues  of 
Coins  magazine,  plus  a BU  1955 
Jefferson  Nickel  and  a new  BU  2005 
Bison  Nickel  as  special 
gifts,  for  just 
$9.99,  US.  Kif 


Credit  Card  Customers  Dial  Toll-Free 

800-258-0929 

OFFER  ABBL9A 

MON.-KRI.  7 AM-8  PM;  SAT.  8 AM-2  PM,  CST 


MAIL  WITH  PAYMENT  TO: 

Coins  magazine.  Offer  ABBL9A,  700  E.  State  St., 
lola,  WI  54990-0001.  Nickels  sent  on  receipt  of 
payment.  Ailow  6-8  weeks  for  delivery  of  nickels. 
Write  for  non-U. S.  rates,  www.coinsmagazine.net 


□ YES!  Enter  my  subscription  to  Coins  magazine  at  this  Special  Anniversary  rate  and  send  me  the  BU  1 955 
Jefferson  Nickel  and  the  2005  BU  Bison  Nickel.  5 issues  just $9.99 


J Check  or  Money  Order 

(to  Coins  magazine',  use  own  envelope) 


Name 


Address 
City  _ 
Slate 


J MasterCard  JVISA  □ Di.scover/Novus  LI  American  Express 

Credit  Card  No. 

Expires:  Mo.  

Signature 


Yr. 


./•ip 


_l  Yes  U No  I want  to  receive  information,  olTers  and  the 

Numismatic  eNewsletter  via  email.  The  eNewstetler  is 
EREE  every  two  weeks! 


Phone  No. 


Eimail  address 


ABBL9A 


Coins 

www.coinsmaga/.ine.net 


